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America 250! and Tenino Oregon 

Trail Days will be July 24-26. Lacey 

Historical Society Commission Cele-

bration will be on September 8 from 

3-7 PM. Location to follow. The 

America 250! Team revised many of 

our Outreach materials, including a 

new brochure and QR Codes. We are 

still looking for a back- up Treasurer. 

Email OGS at info@ogs.org if inter-

ested.  

THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS! We 

have new volunteers thanks to 

the Nominating Committee, 

(Laurie Ducatt, Kathy Erlandson, 

Kris Retlin and Peggy Cooley) 

who contacted nearly all of our 

members in April and May. Gail 

Sanders has agreed to be our 

Publicity person, getting out info 

on our activities to the commu-

nity. Anne Thom has agreed to 

be our Seminar Lead, helping 

the team to bring another fabu-

lous speaker to OGS next Febru-

ary. Anne has also agreed to be 

our Backup Webmaster to Joe 

Brookshier. Yay!! The website is 

our main information space for 

all OGS activities, stories, histo-

ry, and members only sections. 

We also garnered some new 

volunteers for our Outreach 

Activities. We have just finished 

up at the Schmidt House for 
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U P C O M I N G :  

• MEMBER MEET-

ING:  Thursday, 

June 11th 7-

8:30pm (Hybrid) 

• SIG MEETINGS - 

throughout June 

• Newsletter articles 

due August 15th 

• OGS Board 

Meeting June 

16th, 6:30-7:45pm 
 

Supporting family histori-

ans in the South Puget 

Sound since 1974 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

WEBSITE LINK: 

olygensoc.org 

FOLLOW US: 

Newsletter team: Peggy 
Cooley, Carolyn Gibbons, 
and Mandy Stahre 
Contact us: 
newsletter@olygensoc.org 

This newsletter is free to 

the community. 

Musings 

“Bureaucracy to the Rescue: 
Unlocking Family Mysteries with 
State Records” 
Genealogists often overlook 
government publications, but 
these materials can play a key 
role in solving difficult research 
problems. The Washington 
State Library preserves one of 
the most extensive collections 
of state and territorial publica-
tions in the country, and many 
of these resources are available 
online even when the building 
is closed. But even with limited 
open hours, WSL’s research 
librarians remain available by 
email and phone to help re-
searchers navigate these re-
sources and break through per-

sistent brick walls. This presen-
tation introduces researchers to 

these often-underused sources, 
including agency reports, school 
records, directories, infrastruc-
ture surveys, legislative materi-
als, and employment rosters. 

Participants will see how these 
records can shed light on the 
lives of Pacific Northwest ances-
tors. Case studies will show how 
government documents can 
help identify family members, 
trace migration patterns, and 
more. * IF YOU ARE COMING IN 
PERSON, PLEASE PRINT OFF THE 
SYLLABUS BEFORE YOU COME. 
 
Crystal Hicks brings a rich back-

ground in reference and geneal-

ogy services to her current role. 

Before relocating to Washington 

from Texas eighteen months 

ago, she served as Assistant 

Director of a public library,    

Continued to page 2... 

June program 

Photo: Crystal Hicks  
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June speaker continued from page 1..  

where she supported patrons with local and family history research and oversaw pub-

lic-facing reference services. 

She is now Head of Collections at the Washington State Library's Central Library in 
Tumwater, where she manages a broad and varied portfolio: special collections in-
cluding manuscripts and rare books, newspapers, journals, the Northwest book col-
lection, maps, government publications, and genealogy materials. Her work centers 
on building, preserving, and expanding access to collections that serve historical re-
search, public accountability, and community memory. 

Did you know that OGS had a Quarterly Journal from 1974-2016?  This was the place for 

members to publish their research on their families, otherwise unpublished data on most-

ly Thurston records (cemeteries, birth, deaths, city directories, etc.) and Ahnentafels . The 

available quarterly can be found on our website under Newsletters and scroll down. The 

Quarterlies were also sent to Allen County  Library in Indiana and indexed through PERSI, 

the  Periodical Source Index,  and can be found  at genealogycenter.info > PERSI. 

Upcoming Volunteer Activities 
Drop In Genealogy (DIG) will begin on June 29, 2026, and thereafter on the last Monday of each month at 

Tumwater Library on Israel Road.  If you are interested in helping others or want assistance with your gene-

alogy, such as beginner questions or tackling brick walls, contact info@olygensoc.org or just show up! Bring 

a laptop/tablet or notebook to facilitate finding answers.  

Outreach Activities: Tenino Oregon Trail Days July 24-26 If you are interested email: Info@olygensoc.org.   

mailto:info@olygensoc.org
mailto:Info@olygensoc.org
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1. Do you know an OGS member who is ill or could use some cheer due to the 

loss of a loved one?  Contact the Sunshine Team leader Kris Retlin at 973-273

-4791 or kristin.retlin@gmail.org. 

2. OGS Board Meeting minutes are available on the olygensoc.org website un-

der Downloads > Board Meeting Minutes (Can only see if signed into your 

OGS account) 

 

 

SiGs are going strong. Check out the groups that we have and join in! 

SIG Facilitator Meeting Information Location 

Ancestry.com Greg Nordlund No meetings June, July, August Google Meet 

DNA Nancy Cordell No meetings June, July, August Google Meet 

Family History Writing Laura Carroll No meetings July or August Google Meet 

Family Tree Maker (FTM) 
David Aber-
nathy 

1st Tuesday 6:00 - 8:00 pm Zoom 

FamilySearch.org 
Carolyn Gib-
bons 

4th Wednesday 6:00 – 8:00 pm Google Meet 

Genealogy Chat Peggy Cooley 
No meeting in June, will meet July 
and August 

In Person at 
Peggy's house 

mailto:kristin.retlin@gmail.org
https://olygensoc.org/
mailto:ancestrysig@olygensoc.org
mailto:dnasig@olygensoc.org
mailto:familyhistorywritingsig@olygensoc.org
mailto:ftmsig@olygensoc.org
mailto:ftmsig@olygensoc.org
mailto:familysearchsig@olygensoc.org
mailto:familysearchsig@olygensoc.org
mailto:genealogychatsig@olygensoc.org
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Book Reviews   
Recently I read the next book in 

the Venator Cold Case series by 

Nathan Dylan Goodwin called "The 

Hollywood Strangler".  This was a 

great serial murder mystery that 

came down to DNA to solve who 

the strangler actually was.  Nathan 

has done a great job diving deep 

into learning about how the inves-

tigators on the police force actually 

lead their investigations and how 

the geneticists work the case.  He 

interviewed Dr Peter Speth and 

Detective Mitzi Roberts, who play 

themselves in this mystery, to 

learn their tactics in solving cold 

case mysteries.  Grab a copy of this 

book for a great read anytime!  I 

have a copy available to lend along 

with his other books. Also available 

through local booksellers and 

online sellers, as well as Kindle 

downloads. 

After Ancestry and FamilySearch  

Pretend you are looking for a mar-

riage. You have spent an hour or 

two searching Ancestry and/or 

FamilySearch with all possible per-

mutations of the surnames. Then 

you smartened up, checked out 

the “Browse” feature of Ancestry 

or of FamilySearch and discovered 

that the years/counties you were 

looking for was not among the sev-

eral thousand marriages listed. 

Why didn’t you do that first! Be-

cause you, like many of us, ran out, 

leaped on your horse, and rode off 

in all directions, not planning first. 

That is okay. We can fix that. Any-

way, here you are with no idea of 

what to do next. First, you can 

check out the other records on 

FamilySearch, not just the Family 

Tree nor the “Search for an ances-

tor” fill-in bar. Go to the Catalog for 

your county and see what records 

are there. FamilySearch has mil-

lions of records. Because I have 

been working in North Carolina for 

the last 40 or so years, I will start 

with that. Checking out Cumber-

land County, there are 10 entries 

for marriage bonds and marriage 

registers covering from 1808 

through 1962. But maybe they 

married in the next county over – 

check those out. There are mar-

riages from the various counties 

surrounding Cumberland County. 

Looking at North Carolina, there 

are listed 46 different items in Vital 

Records covering birth, death and 

marriage returns.  . Some states are  

not nearly as full of items. South 

Dakota became a state long after 

North Carolina, in 1889, although it 

was a territory by 1861. The cata-

log listed many Vital Records, and 

many were for the Reservations, so 

if you are looking for Native Ameri-

cans there, you could get very 

lucky. I did find one item which I 

would never have thought of (be 

sure to browse rather than just get 

laser-sighted on one particular 

item – you can overlook some 

good things that way); unfortu-

nately it did not have my main 

South Dakota name, again, I 

jumped in without checking it out 

fully; it was Minnehaha County 

only; and I did not  Continued on 

next page.. 

Genealogy 101 

https://www.amazon.com/Hollywood-Strangler-Venator-Cold-Case-ebook/dp/B0DDHTZT7C
https://www.amazon.com/Hollywood-Strangler-Venator-Cold-Case-ebook/dp/B0DDHTZT7C
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fully research it. Listed as Pioneer 
Certificates. Browsing through, it 
had numerous cards with one item 
per card. The first two items were 
marriages from Minnehaha County 
Dakota Territory covering 1879-
1893. The third item consisted of 
cards with births from as late as 
the 1970s with parents, sometimes 
who the person married, who their 
parents were, and other items. 
Sometimes there is not much infor-
mation – one card says: Aas, Ber-
rett Oldsdatter, married to Sven 
Halvorson Tideman – no birth, 
death nor marriage dates. Sorry, I 
got sidetracked. Back to searching 
for marriage records. Once you 
FULLY explore Family Search, in-
cluding especially the catalog, what 
next? I go to newspapers. There 
are: Newspapers.com, and News-
paperarchive.com for the big mon-
ey newspapers. There are more 
sources, however. The Library of 
Congress has a huge list of newspa-
pers which are searchable and also 

ready for browsing. The web site is 
Chronicling America at https://
www.loc.gov/collections/
chronicling-america/ To read the 
newspapers online, once you go to 
the website, click on Digitized 
Newspapers. This gives you a list of 
all the newspapers in alphabetical 
order. You can filter by state, eth-
nicity and/or language. Just giving a 
quick glance, I saw, in addition to 
English, German (from Chicago, 
Illinois), Arabic (from Detroit, Mich-
igan), Navaho (from Phoenix, Arizo-
na), just as examples. Searching 

under the drop down menu on 
languages, there are 30 different 
languages listed. Remem-
ber, when looking for newspaper 
items, don’t limit yourself to 
where you thought they were 
married. I found a marriage item 
from California mentioned in a 
Nebraska newspaper – because 
the groom’s parents lived there. 
This is hoping you are not look-
ing for a Mary Smith married to 
John Jones with a 10 year 
span!!!  Better Stonecypher and 
a two year span. You can also 
find newspapers in the state ar-
chives of wherever you are 
searching. On the North Carolina 
Archives website, it is https://
www.digitalnc.org/newspapers/ 
There are a few smaller websites 
for newspapers – FamilySearch 
has a link to some at the bottom 
of the “Search” button on the 
Home Page. 
No luck there? Now what? Check 
out Cyndi’s List. That is orga-

nized by sub-
ject and loca-
tion. You 
might find 
what you 

want there. Go to RootsWeb for 
the state and county you want. It 
is volunteer driven, as so much 
of genealogy is, so you some-
times get what you pay for – and 
the volunteer for that particular 
place may have quit or been not 
as active as you might like, but 
sometimes there is a wealth of 
information there. Try the local 
genealogical society. May have 
had volunteers spend hours, 
weeks, months, even years ab-
stracting information and put-
ting it together for you. In Cum-

berland County, North Carolina 
there was a man who spent 
something like 40 years going 
around the county, finding grave-
yards, sometimes with only two 
or three headstones, sometimes 
with maybe a couple of hundred, 
transcribing and finally getting 
them published in books by the 
Cumberland County Genealogical 
Society. Try the library in the 
county seat and see if the Librari-
an can help. If the librarian does 
not have the time to do any re-
search for you (and it used to be 
before cutbacks that they would 
put in a couple of hours free for 
you), they may have resources 
handy to tell you about – books 
that have been written and do-
nated or persons who will do a 
quick look up and get an item for 
a minimal charge. 
The Allen County Library in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana at http://
www.genealogycenter.org/
Databases/FreeDatabases.aspx   
has a slew of information it has 
been collecting for many years. 
The Olympia Genealogical Socie-
ty has on line a list of 18 Free 
Websites for Genealogical Re-
search that it recommends. This 
is free without logging in as a 
member. I am sure I have missed 
a couple of sources which I will 
remember immediately after this 
is published. If you think of any, 
let me know please.  
- Carolyn Gibbons 

Genealogy 101  

Carolyn also leads the Family 

Search SIG that meets on the 4th 

Wednesday of each month on 

Google Meet.  

https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/chronicling-america/
https://www.digitalnc.org/newspapers/
https://www.digitalnc.org/newspapers/
http://www.genealogycenter.org/Databases/FreeDatabases.aspx
http://www.genealogycenter.org/Databases/FreeDatabases.aspx
http://www.genealogycenter.org/Databases/FreeDatabases.aspx
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OGS Elected Officers 

President — Andy Carter 

Vice President — Terry Church 

Secretary — Kris Retlin 

Treasurer — Carol Jenner 

Past President—Kathy Erlandson 

Team Leads 

Librarian — Traci Ragen Clawson  

Membership — Helga Warner 

Newsletter — Peggy Cooley 

OGS Historian — Cindy Stalnaker 

Publicity — Gail Sanders 

Research — Jerri McCoy 

Spring Seminar — Nancy Cordell 

SIGs—Kerry McHugh-Upton 

Sunshine—Kris Retlin 

Technology—Joe Brookshier 

Outreach—Diana Bargmann 

Community Partners 

City of Lacey — Erin Quinn Valcho 

Timberland Library — Agatha Burstein 

MAY OGS MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
May 14, 2026 

President Andy Carter called the meeting to order at 7 pm. 

Bylaw Amendment: Andy presented the proposed amendment to change the Executive Board positions from 1- year terms to 2-

year terms.  Of the 24 members present in person and on Zoom, 18 were in favor.  As a 2/3 majority of members voting was re-

quired, the amendment passed. 

Nominating Committee: Peggy Cooley announced that the open positions for Publicity – Gail Sanders and Backup Webmaster – 

Anne Thom have been filled, and an individual is taking serious interest in heading the Seminar team. [Editor’s Note: Nominees 

for elected offices are Andy Carter for President, Terry Church for Vice-President, Carol Jenner for Treasurer, and Kris Retlin for 

Secretary] 

Diana Bargmann introduced the speaker Billie Stone Fogarty who spoke on “Researching American Indian Ancestors”. 

At 8:18 the president resumed the Membership Meeting. 

Minutes: Minutes for the Membership and Board meetings are posted on the website. 

Treasurers Report: The report is posted on the website. 

America250: Kathy Erlandson announced that the outreach at Schmidt House began today.  The table is right inside the door 

with a banner, displays and handouts.  It is fully staffed for May Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays from noon until 3. There are 

still opening for the 3 to 6 shifts on those days.  Contact Kathy if you are interested. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:23. 

May Program: 

Billie Stone Fogarty presented “Researching American 
Indian Ancestry”. The presentation covered discover-
ing Native American ancestry. Billie Stone Fogarty, a 
professional genealogist since 1979, has taught genea-
logical skills to audiences of all ages on all levels from 
local through national and international both in per-
son and virtually. She is founder and co-creator with 
Matt McCormack of a learning retreat for professional 
genealogists called Gen-Stock. She also, along with Dr. 
David McDonald, created the Genealogy Symposium, 
an intensive, state library & archives-based genealogy 
methods program based on the theme “Thinking Ge-
nealogically”. The inaugural Genealogy Symposi-
um was hosted by the Oklahoma State Archives and 
the Oklahoma Historical Society of which Billie has 
been a statewide-elected Board member since 2007. 
She is the founder and principal of the family history 
research firm, HeritageTrackers, based in Oklahoma 
City, OK. 


