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research and so many new 

things to learn!  

I am looking forward to 

our Spring Seminar and 

meeting Judy Russell in 

person (virtually).  

RootsTech continuation of 

their free virtual event 

makes it a must for my list 

as well. Have you looked at 

the On Demand and Li-

brary lately on the Roots 

Tech website? There are 

currently 3,811 videos in 

the collection.  

On the family side,  

Continued on Page 2. 

Happy New Year! 

As I think about all the 

goals I’d like to set for ge-

nealogy for this year, what 

has occurred to me before 

is that I would like to live a 

few lifetimes, just to get all 

my research done. I imag-

ine many of you feel the 

same way!  

Thank you to all the mem-

bers who shared at our 

December Holiday Social. 

The handwriting compari-

son Karin shared to help 

identify similarly named 

individuals, could come in 

handy in one of my re-

search goals for this year, 

which is to identify the 

correct William Brown in 

my family. For one of my 

Genealogy New Year’s Res-

olutions, I’d like to tackle 

at least three brick walls, 

including William H. 

Brown. So many people to 

When researching 

an immigrant an-

cestor, finding 

information here 

in the U.S. is the 

necessary first 

step. This class identifies im-

migration and naturalization 

resources and provides tools 

and strategies to help you 

make the leap to the “old 

country” as accurately as pos-

sible.  

Janice M. Sellers is a profes-

sional genealogist specializing 

in black, Jewish, dual citizen-

ship, forensic, and newspaper 

research. She is also related 

to actor Peter Sellers and to 

John of Gaunt, son of a king 

and father of a king. 

At least that’s what 

her grandparents 

told her. Unfortu-

nately, they were 

wrong, but that’s 

why she has researched her 

family for 47 years and now 

helps others find the right 

pieces to fit their genealogy 

puzzles. Her site is Ances-

traldiscoveries. She is the        

Continued on Page 2. 
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U P C O M I N G  D A T E S  

• Thurs, Jan, virtual Gen-

eral membership 

meeting  begins at 

7:00pm (Meet & Greet at 

6:30pm) 

• SIGs meeting throughout 

January 

• Jan 15th deadline to 

submit stories for Dec 

newsletter 

• Spring seminar—April 

2023 “Judy Russell— The 

Legal Genealogist® ” 

www.olygensoc.org 

 

Supporting family 

historians in the 

South Puget sound 

since 1974 

http://www.ancestraldiscoveries.com/
http://www.ancestraldiscoveries.com/
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://twitter.com/OlyGenealogy
https://www.facebook.com/groups/252254904837134/
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Want to share a 

family story? All you 

need is 100-150 

words and submit 

by the 15th for 

inclusion in the next 

newsletter. Email 

newsletter@olygens

oc.org with your 

submission. 

January Presentation continued... 

Book Review ”A Malignant House” 

President’s musings continued... 
we have a spring trip 

planned which includes 

meeting a second cousin 

in Southern Denmark and 

visiting my great-

grandfather’s homeland. I 

need to cram as many Du-

oLingo Danish lessons as I 

can in before my trip. 

On a light note, have you 

had a chance to check out 

the MyHeritage Historical AI photos (MyHeritage AI 

Time Machine)? You can 

create images of yourself 

as a Viking, an American 

Pioneer, a World Explor-

er, and many other kinds 

of historical figures or 

occupations.   

-Laurel Haas 

documents dating as far 

back as the Norman era of 

England as she discovers 

some of her family sur-

names in the documents, 

on both sides of the sheets 

so to speak.  Imagine living 

within a few miles of all of 

your ancestral grounds  

Continued on Page 3. 

Second in Fay Sampson's 

Suzie Fewings Genealogical 

Mystery's is "A Malignant 

House" published in 

2010.  We follow Suzie as 

she delves into the work-

ings of a run down manor 

house desperate to stay 

solvent.  She visits weekly 

to retrieve and transcribe 

Council for the Advancement 
of Forensic Genealogy, Genea-
logical Speakers Guild, and 
Genealogical Forum of Oregon. 
She has volunteered at Family 
History Centers since 2000 and 
gives presentations on many 
genealogical topics at the local, 
regional, state, and national/
international levels. Before 
becoming a professional gene-
alogist, she worked in publish-

ing for many years as an 
editor, indexer, translator, 
and compositor. 

editor of ZichronNote, the 
quarterly journal of the San 
Francisco Bay Area Jewish 
Genealogical Society 
(SFBAJGS), and has previous-
ly edited four other genealo-
gy publications. She is the 
publicity director, program-
ming director, and a board 
member of SFBAJGS and a 
member of the Association 
of Professional Genealogists, 

 

 

www.olygensoc.org 

 

Don’t forget to 

add “Olympia 

Genealogical So-

ciety” to your 

Amazon smiles 

account. OGS 

earns earn 0.5% 

of the price of 

your eligible pur-

chase. No cost to 

Laurel Haas using MyHeritage AI 

Time Machine 

mailto:newsletter@olygensoc.org
mailto:newsletter@olygensoc.org
http://www.myheritage.com/ai-time-machine
http://www.myheritage.com/ai-time-machine
https://www.amazon.com/Malignant-House-Suzie-Fewings-Sampson/dp/0727868276
https://www.amazon.com/Malignant-House-Suzie-Fewings-Sampson/dp/0727868276
https://smile.amazon.com/
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searching in old chests to find 

that you are a descendant of 

the lord of the manor as well as 

a tenant working the 

land. That's Suzie Few-

ing's history, no matter which 

lane she travels down you can 

bet her ancestors travelled the 

road 400 years prior! An enjoy-

able escape. Check it out and 

her other books at the Timber-

land Regional Library! 

If you know of any books that 

you think should be on the list 

found on our website:  

Log onto olygensoc.org;  

Click on Publications / Down-

loadable Files ;  

Click on "Genealogy Mysteries 

& Other" button for the com-

plete listing to date!   

Accessible through PDF or Excel 

spreadsheet.  Let me know if 

you have books that should be 

included and if you would be 

willing to lend them out.  Email 

me and let me know any up-

dates!  Enjoy! 

- Kerri Upton 

witness. They hold a lot more. 
City directories will list resi-
dents by street and/or sur-
name. When listed by street, 
you will often find all members 
of the household and can see 
their neighbors. When listed by 

Anyone who read Dashiell Ham-
mett or Raymond Chandler is 
familiar with city directories, 
the forerunner of phone books, 
because any detective in the 
1920s and 1930s immediately 
ran to one to find a suspect or 

surname, you can find their 
address and what type 
of work they do, often with 
work address given. City direc-
tories will often list a history of 
the community, description of 
Continued on page 4. 

OGS is always interested in starting 
new SIGs so if you have a topic you 
would like to lead, please contact 
Kerry Upton. Meeting format is 
currently virtual using GoogleMeet, 
a platform very similar to Zoom. If 
you would like to 
be on the SIG list 
please send an 
email to the facili-
tator to be includ-
ed on their list of 

members.  You’ll find their email 
contact on the Membership List 
(accessible only to current OGS 
members). A list of days, times, and 
facilitators for current SIGs is listed 
on the OGS website.   

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) are a 
perk of membership in OGS. Free 
and open to all members, these 
groups meet monthly around a 
variety of topics related to genealo-
gy. Current SIGs include: ances-
try.com, familysearch.org, DNA, 
family history writing, Family Tree 
Maker, Genealogy chat, Italian 
heritage, and Legacy Family Tree. 
These groups offer a small group 
setting to dive deeper into topics. 

Special Interest Groups (SIG) 

Genealogy tip—city directories 

Know any local 

heroes or living 

legends? Send 

their stories to 

newsletter@ol

ygensoc.org. 

 

www.olygensoc.org 

https://www.trl.org/
https://www.trl.org/
olygensoc.org
mailto:kerry.upton123@gmail.com
https://meet.google.com/?pli=1
https://olygensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=5
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/
https://www.mackiev.com/ftm/
https://www.mackiev.com/ftm/
https://legacyfamilytree.com/
mailto:newsletter@olygensoc.org
mailto:newsletter@olygensoc.org
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Olympia 

Genealogical 

Society : 

Supporting family 

historians in the 

South Puget Sound 

since 1974. 

Beginning Genealogy: Part 5 

Roots Tech 2023 

City directories continued... 
the layout of the 
streets, a list of city/
county/state officers, have 
a great amount of ads (to 
keep the publishers in 
business), and sometimes 
things to make you 
laugh as in the Fayetteville 

(NC) 
direc-
tory of 
1924 
when 
it had 
a list of 

“Secret Societies.” 
Studying the ads will give 
an idea of the 
person’s prosperity. 
To the right is the index to 
the first Olympia/Thurston 
County Directory, 1902. 
This will give a good visual 
of what is in one. To the 
left is a snapshot of part of 
p226. You can find city di-
rectories on online at An-
cestry or Family Search, or 
you can contact local librar-
ies, archives or genealogical 
societies for help. 

—Carolyn Gibbons 

Tech.  

Registration is open and to 

find out more visit https://

www.familysearch.org/

rootstech/event/rt2023. 

Roots Tech also has an on-

demand library with over  

1500 session in over 30 

Roots Tech 2023 will be 

talking place March 2-4 in 

Salt Lake City, Utah. There 

is both an in-person and a 

virtual option this year. The 

virtual option is again free. 

OGS’s 2022 and 2023 spring 

seminar guest speakers will 

both be at this year’s Roots 

languages. Roots Tech is 

part of FamilySearch. If you 

have questions, visit the 

Roots Teach website for 

more information.  

- Mandy Stahre 

Occupation is expanded to 

Trade or Profession, General 

Nature of Industry and wheth-

er employer, employee or 

working on own account. If an 

employee, they were to an-

swer if out of work on 15 Apr 

(the census date) and number 

of weeks out of work in 1909. 

The education and ownership 

of home questions are the 

same, but one really big thing 

was added – whether a veteran 

and which war. The census taker 

also asked whether blind and if 

deaf and dumb (i.e., mute). 

We will continue with censuses 

next month. 

Ask me questions. SE-

fromNC@gmail.com 

- Carolyn Gibbons 

This month I will talk about the 

1910 census. It is very similar 

to the 1900 except no birth 

month and year. One im-

portant addition has to do 

with marriages; although the 

form does not ask how many 

times the person has been, the 

census taker was supposed to 

and enter it with the symbol 

for married, such as M1 or M2 

(married once, married twice). 

 

 

www.olygensoc.org 

Do you have 

any tips about 

doing genealog-

ical research? 

Send them to 

newslet-

ter@olygensoc.

org.  

Page 226 of Oly/Thurston Co Directory 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/event/rt2023
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/event/rt2023
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/home
mailto:SEfromNC@gmail.com
mailto:SEfromNC@gmail.com
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1727033
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renewed will not be able to 
access “members only” content 
until they renew. We have 
about 40 people who have not 
renewed.  

  
A very special thanks to the 
following for their generous 
donations to OGS recently: Eliz-
abeth Hebert, Durina Taylor, 
and Jeanne Thompson.   

Please welcome the following 
new members who recently 
joined OGS: Cindy Stalnaker and 
Anne Thom.  

  
Thanks to our members who 
have renewed their member-
ships for 2022-2023.  Our new 
membership year began Sep 1 
and our grace period ends Oct 
31.  Members who haven’t yet 

If you have any trouble logging 

in to the OGS website or with 

the membership renewal pro-

cess, please contact me  at 

membership@olygensoc.org 

- Bob Monn 

a surname.  

If you haven't added records to 

the database, you will need to go 

to your Member Profile and look 

for the blue “Surnames” tab 

(circled in red). Click on the tab 

and look for the plus symbol 

(circled in black). 

- Bob Monn 

OGS members  can add surnames 

of their ancestors to a searchable 

database on the OGS website.  

Only members can add to the 

database, but anyone visiting the 

website can search if they have a 

common ancestor and email the 

OGS member for more infor-

mation. Your personal email and 

information will NOT be shared 

when someone emails you about 

OGS Surname Database 

Membership update 

 

Annual Dues: 

Individual—$20 

Family—$25  

www.olygensoc.org 

olygensoc.org
mailto:membership@olygensoc.org
https://olygensoc.org/surname.php
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ability to share screens. New SIGs can be 
started at any time. 

Karin Coppernoll reminded members about 
participating in the Amazon smile program. 
Diana Bargmann introduced the program, 
which began with a presentation by Virginia 
Majewski representing the Washington 
State Genealogical Society. WSGS encour-
ages societies and individuals to contribute 
to the WSGS Pioneer Pursuit project, which 
aims to document individuals who lived in 
Washington Territory before statehood. 

The program continued with member 
presentations featuring accounts of re-
search/reunion trips, photos, heirlooms/
keepsakes, and stories. Diana Bargmann 
from the Program Committee introduced 
OGS speakers for the evening: 

• Carol Jenner spoke about a 2019 research 
trip to courthouses in west central Missouri. 

• Terry Church told of his recent research 
trip to Wilkes County, North Carolina, 
where he visited his uncle's grave and spent 
time viewing family photos with cousins still 
in the area. He prepared for the visit by 
joining the local genealogical society and 
finding relevant library materials. 

OGS President Laurel Haas called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

The November 2022 general meeting 
minutes were approved as published in the 
December 2022 OGS Newsletter. Vice Presi-
dent William Kautz reported on upcoming 
programs. The January program will feature 
Janice Sellers presenting on immigration and 
naturalization. In February, a panel of OGS 
members will discuss their experiences with 
international research. Treasurer Karin Cop-
pernoll reported balances of $15,089.09 in 
the checking account, $2,040.13 in the Pay-
Pal account, and $4,213.95 in the CD. Karin 
has submitted paperwork for a savings ac-
count. Nancy Cordell reminded members of 
the Spring Seminar on 9 April 2023 with Judy 
Russell. She also reminded DNA SIG mem-
bers to complete their homework. Kerry 
McHugh-Upton encouraged members to 
participate in Special Interest Groups and 
pointed out the variety of topics available — 
software (Legacy, Family Tree Maker), An-
cestry, FamilySearch, and Writing. 

Meeting details are posted on the OGS web-
site. If OGS returns to in-person meetings, 
many SIGs will remain virtual because of the 

• In her presentation "Thomas Lockwood," 
Karin Coppernoll started with a question of 
land ownership in Monroe, Snohomish 
County. She traced the life of this early 
Washington resident from his service in the 
Mexican War to his mining days in 
Snohomish County, uncovering a challeng-
ing name change along the way. 

• Jon Halvorson offered "The Tale of Two 
Harrys," describing his recent trip to his 
mother's home in Glenwood City and Star 
Prairie, Wisconsin. He concluded his discus-
sion by telling of a remarkable coincidental 
meeting at a local cemetery.  

• In the 1970s, Eileen Dodge wore a POW 
bracelet inscribed with the name of Col. H. 
Scott Morgan. Eileen told of his service, 
which included years (2,871 days) as a POW 
in Viet Nam and her recent contact with 
him. 

• At least two members will present their 
research trip experiences at future 
meetings. 

There was no new business. President Lau-
rel Haas adjourned the meeting at 8:56 
p.m. Over thirty members were in attend-
ance. 

December  Meeting Minutes  

OGS Elected Officers 

President — Laurel Haas 

Vice President — William Kautz 

Secretary — Carol Jenner 

Treasurer — Karin Coppernoll 

Past President—Kathy Erlandson 

Team Leads 

Book Management— Rebel Romero 

Information Technology — Joe Brookshier 

Membership — Bob Monn 

Newsletter — Peggy Cooley 

OGS Historian — Vacant 

Publicity — Mandy Stahre 

Refreshments — Diana Bargmann 

Research — Jerri McCoy 

Spring Seminar — Nancy Cordell 

Sunshine—Gayle Strom 

SIGs—Kerry McHugh-Upton 

Community Partners 

City of Lacey — Erin Quinn Valcho 

Timberland Library — Agatha Burstein 

www.olygensoc.org 

“Holiday social” - December 8th General Membership 

Meeting 

Reliving the past tradition of our December meetings, mem-

bers enjoyed a holiday social and shared stories. 

The program began with a short presentation about the WSGS 

Pioneer Pursuit pro- ject concerning those 

Washington ances- tors who lived in 

Washington when it was a territory. WSGS 

is hoping to raise interest and volun-

teers to work on the project.  


