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fortunate to have fantastic 
resources serving on our 
board, from new members 
who have recently stepped 
up to the board, including 
Terry Church, Secretary Car-
ol Jenner, and our Treasur-
er, Karin Coppernoll, who 
serves us from Monroe; plus 
a fantastic tech team, and 
our SIG leaders. Marian 
Burk Wood is joining us 
again to speak to us about 
preserving family genealo-
gies and heirlooms, at our 
next member meeting on 
May 11th . Please join us, 
and please consider step-
ping up to support your Ge-
nealogical Society by joining 
the board.—Laurel Haas 

We were very sorry to hear 
about the passing of our 
Vice President, William 
Kautz. I remember William’s 
enthusiastic work together 
with our program com-
mittee, bringing education 
to the membership every 
month. One member, Terry 
Church, told the board Wil-
liam said he was having a lot 
of fun with his work as the 
Vice President. Terry said 
that William was very 
sweet, and he was hesitant 
to take on the role of Vice-
President, but he wanted to 
keep the organization going. 
We are publishing a memo-
rial to William in this 
month’s newsletter. If you’d 

like to send a card, please 
send in care of Justin 

Kautz at William’s address in 
the member directory. Terry 
Church has stepped up to 
take on the role of Vice 
President for the Olympia 
Genealogical Society. Terry 
has previous board experi-
ence, is a highly engaged 
member, and we welcome 
him to the role! We are very 

Marian Burk Wood is the au-
thor of the popular genealogy 
book, Planning a Future for 
Your Family’s Past. An experi-
enced speaker and a long-
time blogger about family 
history issues and methodol-
ogy (at  https://
ClimbingMyFami-
lyTree.blogspot.com), she 
earned an MBA from Long 
Island University and a BA 
from the City University of 
New York. Marian is a Bronx 
native transplanted to New 

England who has been re-
searching her family tree for 
25 years, with a special in-
terest in preserving family 
history.  
Marian will discuss how the 
PASS process can help in 
organizing and storing fami-
ly history materials; setting 
priorities for keeping key 
items and finding new 
homes for other items; 
writing a "genealogical will" 
to safeguard your collection 
for the future; and sharing 

your family's history now. This 
presentation will also discuss 
ideas to consider if there are no 
obvious heirs for your genealo-
gy research and materials.  

President’s musings 
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U P C O M I N G  D A T E S  

• Thurs, May 11th, virtual 

General membership 

meeting  begins at 

7:00pm (Meet & Greet 

at 6:30pm) 

• SIGs meeting through-

out May 

• May 15th deadline to 

submit stories for news-

letter  

www.olygensoc.org 

 

Supporting family 

historians in the 

South Puget sound 

since 1974 

Photo: Marian Burk Wood 

https://www.amazon.com/Planning-Future-Your-Familys-Past/dp/B09FCCD92T/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2O86IMK7NM5BX&keywords=Planning+a+Future+for+Your+Family%E2%80%99s+Past&qid=1682832647&sprefix=planning+a+future+for+your+family+s+past%2Caps%2C248&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Planning-Future-Your-Familys-Past/dp/B09FCCD92T/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2O86IMK7NM5BX&keywords=Planning+a+Future+for+Your+Family%E2%80%99s+Past&qid=1682832647&sprefix=planning+a+future+for+your+family+s+past%2Caps%2C248&sr=8-1
https://climbingmyfamilytree.blogspot.com/
https://climbingmyfamilytree.blogspot.com/
https://climbingmyfamilytree.blogspot.com/
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://twitter.com/OlyGenealogy
https://www.facebook.com/groups/252254904837134/
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“Today We Go Home” - book review 

In Memoriam for William Kautz 

William Kautz, B. Sept. 24, 

1944, in Chicago, Illinois, died 

unexpectedly on March 31, 

2023, at age 78. He was a wid-

ower with 4 children, a mem-

ber of the LDS church, and a 

relatively new member of OGS 

(VP since last September, who 

oversaw the newly formed 

Program Committee) but had 

done genealogy for a number 

of years through fami-

lysearch.org. He was a Civil 

Engineer who worked more 

than 40 years for the U.S. 

Army. He volunteered for the 

Vice President position when 

he learned that OGS couldn’t 

operate without someone in 

this position.  

Please send donations to 

“Donations and Memorials” 

on OGS Home page.  

 

the past being the diary 

kept by a young girl im-

personating a Union sol-

dier in the Civil War, and 

the present being the 

reader of said diary, a 

veteran of the conflict 

in Afghanistan, living right 

here in Washington, deal-

ing with the aftermath in 

her life. The author 

seems to have done her 

homework and research 

as the book weaves 

PTSD, genealogy and 

women’s roles and con-

flicts past and present in 

an engaging story line. 

- Diana Bargmann 

“Today we go home” by 

Kelli Estes is a novel you 

might want to give this a 

try. While not one of the 

hard core mysteries in-

volving genealogy and 

DNA, this story uses the 

tried and true method of 

alternating between the 

past and the present, with 

www.olygensoc.org 

Tribute to William Kautz 
I started working on the Pro-

gram Committee last Sep-

tember, alongside of William 

Kautz, Cindy Stevens Neff 

and Terry Church. It was a 

newly organized OGS com-

mittee and none of us had 

any experience with this 

type of work (aka: we didn't 

know what we were doing). 

William, a recent member to 

OGS, had graciously agreed 

to be the VP so that we had 

a full complement of offic-

ers, enabling OGS to func-

tion for another year. Be-

sides filling in for the presi-

dent if needed, he also over-

saw the Program Committee 

which included learning how 

to manage our meetings 

virtually. In that small com-

mittee, we all relied on each 

other for ideas and encour-

agement, and in the process 

became like a little family. I 

will always appreciate that 

William was such a quiet, 

kind and contemplative 

leader and I'm so glad that I 

had the opportunity to know 

him. Farewell, William – 

you'll be very missed. 

- Diana Bargmann 

familysearch.org
familysearch.org
https://olygensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=41
https://www.amazon.com/Today-We-Go-Home-Novel/dp/1492664189
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Meet your OGS DNA SIG Facilita-
tor Nancy Neville Cordell: 
 
I am the OGS DNA SIG facilitator, 
Nancy Cordell. I’ve worked with 
the DNA SIG since its inception in 
2018/19. I earned a PhD in an-
thropology from the University of 
Washington in 1991.  
I served as president of OGS from 
2016-2019 and I am the current 
president of the Puget Sound 
Chapter of the Association of 
Professional Genealogists. DNA 
education was a part of my edu-
cation in anthropology starting in 

the 1970s. I taught basic genetics 

to college students in my intro-
ductory biological anthropology 

courses for 30 years. In the DNA 
SIG, we take a hands-on ap-
proach to help all of us use DNA 
testing to break through brick 
walls in our family history. You 
don’t have to have a PhD to use 
DNA in your family history, but 
you do have to constantly apply 
what you’ve learned.  
 
We meet on the second Tues-
day of every month at 6:30pm 
on Google Meet. If you’d like to 
join us, please send me an email 
at dnasig@OlyGenSoc.org 

share from OGS’s early years? Next 

year, we will be collecting stories and 

running a special section in our news-

letter looking back over the past 50 

years. Are you a charter member or a 

Olympia Genealogical Society will be 

celebrating our golden 50th anniver-

sary this next year. Were you a mem-

ber back in 1974? Do you have pho-

tos or memories you would like to 

Past President? We would love to hear 

from you. Please send any articles, pho-

tos, or happy memories to news-

letter@olygensoc.org. Articles need to 

be between 100-150 words 

OGS is always interested in starting 
new SIGs so if you have a topic you 
would like to lead, please contact 
Kerry Upton. Meeting format is 
currently virtual using GoogleMeet, 
a platform very similar to Zoom. If 
you would like to 
be on the SIG list 
please send an 
email to the facili-
tator to be includ-
ed on their list of 

members.  You’ll find their email 
contact on the Membership List 
(accessible only to current OGS 
members). A list of days, times, and 
facilitators for current SIGs is listed 
on the OGS website.   

Special Interest Groups (SIGs) are a 
perk of membership in OGS. Free 
and open to all members, these 
groups meet monthly around a 
variety of topics related to genealo-
gy. Current SIGs include: ances-
try.com, familysearch.org, DNA, 
family history writing, Family Tree 
Maker, Genealogy chat, Italian 
heritage, and Legacy Family Tree. 
These groups offer a small group 
setting to dive deeper into topics. 

Special Interest Groups (SIG) 

Guess who’s turning 50? 

Know any local 

heroes or living 

legends? Send 

their stories to 

newsletter@ol

ygensoc.org. 

 

www.olygensoc.org 

  Schedule change: Family History Writing 

 SIG will meet May 8th not May 1st. 

mailto:dnasig@OlyGenSoc.org
mailto:newsletter@olygensoc.org
mailto:newsletter@olygensoc.org
mailto:kerry.upton123@gmail.com
https://meet.google.com/?pli=1
https://olygensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=5
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/
https://www.mackiev.com/ftm/
https://www.mackiev.com/ftm/
https://legacyfamilytree.com/
mailto:newsletter@olygensoc.org
mailto:newsletter@olygensoc.org
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Vital records in Washington  

Spring Seminar Recap 

Did you Spend the Day 
with The Legal Genealo-
gist®? I did and I’ve al-
ready started watching 
the recordings.  
 
Fifty-eight people regis-
tered for the seminar and 
I’m sure many of them will 
watch the recordings. Judy 
Russell is a joy to learn 
from because of her pas-
sion for genealogy. Her 
presentations on wills, 
finding African Americans 
in legal documents, using 
court and land records, 
and using the law to help 
find records of women 
were full of information.  
 
Legal documents are full 
of genealogical infor-
mation, but it helps to 
know where and how to 
look. As Judy mentioned 
many times, you don’t 

necessarily have to go to 
a courthouse or archive 
to find those records. 
Depending on the city, 
county, and/or state, you 
may find those records 
online at FamilySearch, 
the website of the mu-
nicipality or an archive, 
among other places. 
Those records can give 
you information about 
who is related to whom, 
or even the economic 
status of your ancestors. 
A great time was had by 
all! 
 
- Nancy Neville Cordell, 
Seminar Coordinator 

• Adopt fees associated with 
amendment and delayed 
birth applications. 

• Adopt or adjust fees associat-
ed with the issuance of certi-
fications and informational 
copies.  

• Add or remove data items 
collected in a vital record. 

• Expand use of electronic 
registration of a vital event. 

• Make editorial and technical 
changes to align with statuto-
ry changes.  

• Repeal obsolete sections of 
rule.  

A timeline of rulemaking activities 
can be found here. It appears from 
the timeline DOH will be gathering 
input and drafting rules over the 
next few months.  

I strongly encourage members to 
contact DOH to receive updates 
and to provide input about any 
changes to current statute 
at: VitalRecordsRules@doh.wa.gov 

- Mandy Stahre 

The Washington state Depart-
ment of Health (DOH) made the 
first step in amending rules 
around vital records by filing a 
Preproposal Statement of In-
quiry (CR 101) on January 27, 
2023. The department states in 
the CR 101 that the rulemaking 
may: 

• Establish registration and 
amendment requirements 
for vital records 

• Update or add program 
processes. 

www.olygensoc.org 

Wondering how to 

make a donation to 

OGS in someone’s 

memory? Go to 

olygensoc.org and 

click on “Donations 

and Memorials”.  

Photo: Judy Russell 

https://ident.familysearch.org/cis-web/oauth2/v3/authorization?client_secret=AHVrGHZU9L3Nl9%2Bqg%2FyDYPu19Clxfi989M%2Bk0CnBoTgBIsqO11xn8AjsF8%2B2dURinvYjXv3%2Fn6wRxs3%2FCAQUcu1fcL9Q6ugZbC3asSwGm2cnmQNvHx9KluNJTYI9Q06Dp0Bx24L33UvVKT65b1jfZpm3LB7L93OAcCGb4QZ
https://doh.wa.gov/licenses-permits-and-certificates/vital-records/rule-making-activities
mailto:VitalRecordsRules@doh.wa.gov
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-02/WSR_23_04_062_.pdf?uid=63fd94e110859
https://olygensoc.org/
https://olygensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=41
https://olygensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=41
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1. Check out The Genealogy 

Guys Podcast, Genealogy Con-

nection and their Blog, from 

George C. Morgan and Drew 

Smith. The Genealogy Guys and 

Genealogy Connection is a pod-

cast that is advertised as "the 

longest running genealogy pod-

cast on the planet".  There are 

more than 400 episodes out 

there. They talk about what's 

new on several of the genealo-

gy websites (FamilySearch.org, 

Ancestry.com, My Heritage, 

etc.) and upcoming genealogy 

events, give tips about re-

searching and answer inquiries 

about brick walls which are 

submitted to them.  Very edu-

cational.  I've been listening for 

a few weeks now and have 

jotted down several sugges-

tions. 

2. Check out the David Rumsey 

Map Collection from Internet 

Archives! Just type in those 

keywords into the Search bar 

and it comes right up. This col-

lection of “more than 100,000 

historic maps, atlases, charts 

and diagrams” was donated to 

them in 2022, according to In-

ternet Archives.  

Instructions:  

Fill the peppers with cheese, 

smoothing it out on top. Pop them 

in a 350° oven for 20 minutes; the 

cheese will be melted a bit. Drizzle 

with Balsamic Glaze.    

Submitted by Peggy Cooley: 

Ingredients: 

- 1 bag of small, sweet peppers, 

sliced longwise and washed 

- 1 package of Boursin or tub of          

- Pub cheese 

- Balsamic Glaze 

2. Communication with members via 

social media, newsletters and their 

website 

3. They offered programs with desira-

ble speakers  

4. Outreach programs 

5. Offered free research classes for 

beginners 

 

Their biggest concerns: 

- Members “aging out” 

- Finding volun-

teers to serve as 

officers or on 

the Board 

- Need to recruit the “next batch of 

leaders” 

- Maintaining sufficient membership 

to cover costs (storage, insurance, 

room rental, speaker fees, etc.) 

- Don’t wear out the Board! 

  

WA State Genealogical Society sent 

out a survey in January of this year to 

local genealogical societies and had 

30 responses returned. Societies 

reported 26-125 members with 45% 

showing some growth in member-

ship.  

The strategies used to increase or 

maintain membership were: 

1. Monthly meetings using Zoom or 

hybrid meetings 

Regional news 

Recipes—Sweet Peppers Appetizer 

Do you have 

tips and tricks 

to share with 

other budding 

genealogists? 

Send them to 

newsletter@oly

gensoc.org by 

the 15th. 

www.olygensoc.org 

http://genealogyguys.com/
http://genealogyguys.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.myheritage.com/
https://archive.org/details/david-rumsey-map-collection
https://archive.org/details/david-rumsey-map-collection
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be available for 30 days to those who 

registered for the event. The Special 

Interest Groups are active and going 

strong! Members are urged to partic-

ipate in any (or all) of our SIGS: Fami-

ly Tree Maker, Legacy Family Tree, 

DNA, Ancestry, FamilySearch, Family 

History Writing and Genealogy Chat. 

Old Business: The OGS board is plan-

ning a retreat on 17 June at a yet-to-

be-determined location. Kathy Er-

landson, Kerry Upton, and Laurel 

Haas are planning the retreat. Dis-

cussion topics might include review-

ing job descriptions, returning to in-

person events, and reinstating 

monthly genealogy workshops (or 

other outreach activities). OGS is also 

looking for possible venues for in-

person meetings. Members should 

contact any board member with sug-

gestions. 

Past President Kathy Erlandson 

called the meeting to order at 

7:02 p.m. The March 2023 gen-

eral meeting minutes were ap-

proved as published in the 

March 2023 OGS Newsletter. 

Peggy Cooley, reporting for the 

Newsletter Team, urged mem-

bers to contribute items, particu-

larly those related to the availa-

bility of new resources. She 

urged members to respond to 

the newsletter survey included in 

the April newsletter. The mem-

bers of the Nominating Com-

mittee have been busy calling all 

members. The position of Presi-

dent is open. Anyone interested 

in serving in that role should 

contact Peggy Cooley. Kerry Up-

ton urged members to register 

for the Spring Seminar, sched-

uled for 15 April. Recordings will 

Announcement: Terry Church report-

ed that the Program Team has final-

ized programs through June. Marian 

Burk Woods will discuss “Planning a 

Future for Your Family's Past” in 

May. A representative from the state 

library will present in June. 

Program: Diana Bargmann intro-

duced a panel of OGS members who 

presented a program focused on 

international research. Linda Fial-

kowski and Jon Halvorson discussed 

their work with Norwegian research. 

Greg Nordland followed with a 

presentation on researching ances-

tors in Italy. A question-and-answer 

period followed the presentations. 

Kathy Erlandson adjourned the 

meeting at 8:35 p.m. 

Thirty-three members were in 

attendance. 

April  Meeting Minutes  

OGS Elected Officers 

President — Laurel Haas 

Vice President — Terry Church 

Secretary — Carol Jenner 

Treasurer — Karin Coppernoll 

Past President—Kathy Erlandson 

Team Leads 

Book Management— Rebel Romero 

Information Technology — Joe Brookshier 

Membership — Bob Monn 

Newsletter — Peggy Cooley 

OGS Historian — Vacant 

Publicity — Mandy Stahre 

Refreshments — Diana Bargmann 

Research — Jerri McCoy 

Spring Seminar — Nancy Cordell 

Sunshine—Gayle Strom 

SIGs—Kerry McHugh-Upton 

Community Partners 

City of Lacey — Erin Quinn Valcho 

Timberland Library — Agatha Burstein 

www.olygensoc.org 

“Research in Other Countries” - April  General Membership 

Meeting 

So you've been tracking down your ancestors and you've fi-
nally arrived to the one who immigrated to America – now 
what? Do you feel that the only choices you have are to travel 
to that country for further research (but you can't speak that 
language!!) or hire a professional “over there” to do the work 
for you? We heard from three of our own OGS members 
on their research in Norway and Italy as Linda Fialkowski, Jon 
Halvorson, and Greg Nordlund shared their techniques, tips 
and recommendations with us.  
Handouts from the meeting are available on the OGS website 
under “Program Materials” 


