
Olympia Washington

The Olympia Genealogical Society continued its 40th Anniversary celebrations at its 
September and October meetings, with President Eileen Dodge presenting purple “Special 
Life Member” pins to Roger Newman and Jerri McCoy. (Story, Page  4)
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ABOUT THE OLYMPIA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Membership: The membership year is September 1 - August 31. Single membership is $20 per 
year, a family membership (one newsletter) is $25 per year. The Application for Membership is 
on page 55 in this issue of the Quarterly.
Meetings: The Olympia Genealogy Society meets the 2nd Thursday of the month from 
September to June at 7 p.m. at the Thurston County Courthouse. Everyone interested is welcome 
to attend. Meeting topics are posted on the Society website:
http://www.rootsweb.com/~waogs/
Quarterly: Articles and information for the Quarterly should be submitted to the editor by the 
15th of the month prior to publication. Email material to Dick Moody at dickmoody@q.com or 
mail to Quarterly Editor, Olympia Genealogy Society, P.O. Box 1313, Olympia, WA 
98507-1313.

Quarterly Publication Quarterly Deadline                                             
January December 15                                                                     
April March 15                                                                        
July June 15                                                                          
October September 15                                                                    
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OGS President’s Message from Eileen Dodge
Hello everyone!

My New Year’s resolution for 2015 is simple: Get all the information down before it is 
too late!

What is your resolution for 2015?

Every life is important. So start with paper or computer, and write a full account of 
your life. Then, write a full account of your parents. Follow that by as full an account 
as possible of your grandparents, even if the details are only fragments.

Use video cameras (with a tripod as necessary) and voice recorders if possible. 
Interview every family member, especially your elders. Getting people to share their 
stories isn’t always easy to do, but by asking open-ended questions you are sure to 
collect a wealth of family lore.

On the following pages of this issue of the Olympia Genealogical Society Quarterly 
you will find suggested questions to spark your memory and help you focus on the task 
of a personal interview.

Eileen Dodge
OGS President
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• currently coordinates the vendors for the 
Spring Seminar

• served as OGS treasurer for a number of years
• was the Research Committee chair for many 

years and continues today to assist whenever 
needed

• is a faithful contributor to the twice monthly 
Genealogy Cafe, helping others with their 
genealogy research

• Newman is also active with the Washington 
State Genealogy Society as a member of its 
Board of Directors.

In Memorium
Dexter Edge Jr.

Longtime Olympia Genealogical 
Society member Dexter Edge Jr. 
died October 15, 2015 at his home 
at Panorama. He was 92 years old. 
He was last listed as a member in 
the 2008-2008 directory.
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Olympia Genealogical Society honors Jerri McCoy, 
Roger Newman with life memberships
Two former presidents of the Olympia Genealogical Society were honored this fall with Lifetime 
Memberships by current President Eileen Dodge. Jerri McCoy was honored in October. Roger 
Newman was honored in November.

President Dodge presented each with a special OGS Purple Lifetime Membership pin and 
highlighted their volunteer contributions to advance genealogy regionally, statewide, and 
nationally.

McCoy and Newman join six other Society members honored with Lifetime Memberships 
during the Society’s 40th Anniversary. The previous memberships were presented in September 
to David and Karen Purtee, founding member Ann Olson, Ed Swan, Jean Laws, and Pat Harper.

In presenting the award to McCoy in October, Dodge said McCoy joined the OGS in 1980 and 
has contributed considerable time and energy to the organization. McCoy has:
• served as OGS vice president under Alma Greenwood in 1993 and 1994
• served as OGS president in 1984 and 1985
• chaired and taught the Computer Interest Group for 18 years
• was the OGS Quarterly editor for 9 years
• served as a Washington State Genealogical Society delegate in 1988 and 1989
• has been in charge of OGS publication sales since 2003
• serves as OGS webmaster
• and, “has been an integral part of the Beginner’s Workshop team for more years than anyone 

can remember.

In presenting the award to Newman, Dodge said he joined the Society in 1986 and has:
• twice governed as president, first from 1995-1997 and again from 2011-2013
• was Spring Seminar chair for several years



Family Interview Tips & Sample Questions
Olympia Genealogical Society General Meeting
January 10, 2013
Presented by Eileen Dodge

A great way to uncover clues to your family history is to get great quotes for 
journaling in a heritage scrapbook is a family interview. Getting people to share their 
stories isn’t always easy. Follow these step-by-step ideas for a successful family 
history interview!

1. Schedule a time in advance. This gives everyone a chance to prepare.   
2. Prepare a list of questions beforehand and either share them with your    

relative, or give them an idea of what you want to cover.
3. Bring several notepads and pens to the interview. If you plan to make a    

recording, be sure to have a tape player, microphone, extra tapes and 
batteries.

4. Take good notes and make sure you record your name, the date, the place the    
interview is being conducted and the interviewee.

5. Start with a question or topic that you know will elicit a reply, such as a story    
you have heard her tell in the past.

6. Ask questions which encourage more than simple 'yes' or 'no' answers. Try to    
elicit facts, feelings, stories and descriptions.

7. Show interest. Take an active part in the dialogue without dominating it.    
Learn to be a creative listener.

8. Use props whenever possible. Old photographs, favorite old songs and    
treasured items may bring memories flooding back.

9. Don't push for answers. Your relative may not wish to speak ill of the dead or    
may have other reasons for not wanting to share. Move on to something else.

10. Use your prepared questions as a guideline, but don't be afraid to let your  
relative go off on a tangent. They may have many things to say that you never 
thought to ask!

11. Don't interrupt or attempt to correct your relative; this can end an interview in  
a hurry!

12. When you are done, be sure to thank your relative for her time. 
13. Put your relative at ease by telling them that they will have a chance to see  

and approve of anything that you write before you share it with others.
14. Keep the interview length to no more than 1-2 hours at a stretch. It's tiring for  

you and for the person being interviewed. This is supposed to be fun!
15. Consider preparing a transcript or written report as a tangible thank you to  

your relative for their participation.

By asking the right, open-ended questions, you’re sure to collect a wealth of family 
tales. Use this list of family history interview questions to help you get started, but be 
sure to personalize the interview with your own questions as well.

1. What is your full name? Why did your parents select this name for you? Did    
you have a nickname?

2. When and where were you born?   
(Continued on Page 6)
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Family Interview Tips & Sample Questions
(Continued from Page 5)

3. How did your family come to live there?   
4. Were there other family members in the area? Who?
5. What was the house (apartment, farm, etc.) like? How many rooms? 

Bathrooms? Did it have electricity? Indoor plumbing? Telephones?
6. Were there any special items in the house that you remember?
7. What is your earliest childhood memory?
8. Describe the personalities of your family members.
9. What kind of games did you play growing up?
10. What was your favorite toy and why?
11. What was your favorite thing to do for fun (movies, beach, etc.)?
12. Did you have family chores? What were they? Which was your least favorite?
13. Did you receive an allowance? How much? Did you save your money or spend 

it?
14. What was school like for you as a child? What were your best and worst 

subjects? Where did you attend grade school? High school? College?
15. What school activities and sports did you participate in?
16. Do you remember any fads from your youth? Popular hairstyles? Clothes?
17. Who were your childhood heroes?
18. What were your favorite songs and music?
19. Did you have any pets? If so, what kind and what were their names?
20. What was your religion growing up? What church, if any, did you attend?
21. Were you ever mentioned in a newspaper?
22. Who were your friends when you were growing up?
23. What world events had the most impact on you while you were growing up? Did 

any of them personally affect your family
24. Describe a typical family dinner. Did you all eat together as a family? Who did 

the cooking? What were your favorite foods?
25. How were holidays (birthdays, Christmas, etc.) celebrated in your family? Did 

your family have special traditions?
26. How is the world today different from what it was like when you were a child?
27. Who was the oldest relative you remember as a child? What do you remember 

about them?
28. What do you know about your family surname?
29. Is there a naming tradition in your family, such as always giving the firstborn 

son the name of his paternal grandfather?
30. What stories have come down to you about your parents? Grandparents? More 

distant ancestors?
31. Are there any stories about famous or infamous relatives in your family?
32. Have any recipes been passed down to you from family members?
33. Are there any physical characteristics that run in your family?
34. Are there any special heirlooms, photos, bibles or other memorabilia that have 

been passed down in your family?
35. What was the full name of your spouse? Siblings? Parents?

(Continued on Page 7)
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Exchange notes
Jean Laws, Editor

The publications mentioned are sent to the Olympia Genealogical Society. They are filed 
alphabetically by state and county in the vertical files in the file cabinets in the genealogical 
section of the Olympia Timberland Library. The Olympia Genealogical Society Quarterly is 
bound and is also held in the genealogical section. Older bound volumes of other genealogical 
societies are held in storage at the Timberland Regional Library headquarters and Montesano 
Timberland Library. These may be requested at the Information/Reference Desk of your 
Timberland Library.

Chelan Valley Genealogical Society, September 2014
This issue includes a long article on the U.S. census and sources for the records online. 
It tells what is available, whether it is free or requires payment, and what is included in 
each census. You may learn some new sources to check.

Ft. Worth Genealogical Society, TX, Footprints, August 2014
This issue includes sketches on Civil War Veterans of Northeast Tarrant County. It is a 
great read of information on each of these individuals.

Ft. Worth Genealogical Society, TX, Footprints, November 2014
This issue includes many Tarrant County records such as marriages 1905. There is also 
a timely article on Oral History. This is a guide you might want to use with questions 
that could help you interview relatives.

(Continued on Page 8)

Family Interview Tips & Sample Questions
(Continued from Page 6)

36. When and how did you meet your spouse? What did you do on dates?
37. What was it like when you proposed (or were proposed to)? Where and when did it 

happen? How did you feel?
38. Where and when did you get married?
39. What memory stands out the most from your wedding day?
40. How would you describe your spouse? What do (did) you admire most about them?
41. What do you believe is the key to a successful marriage?
42. How did you find out your were going to be a parent for the first time?
43. Why did you choose your children's names?
44. What was your proudest moment as a parent?
45. What did your family enjoy doing together?
46. What was your profession and how did you choose it?
47. If you could have had any other profession what would it have been? Why wasn't it 

your first choice?
48. Of all the things you learned from your parents, which do you feel was the most 

valuable?
49. What accomplishments were you the most proud of?
50. What is the one thing you most want people to remember about you?
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Exchange notes
(Continued from Page 7)

Genealogical Society of Southwest Pennsylvania, Washington, PA, Fall 2014
Did you know the first cremation in U.S. took place in Washington County, 
Pennsylvania in 1876? A follow article on the famous Le Moyne Crematory was closed 
for general use in 1910. This issue also includes an extensive article on African 
American Heritage and how it can be researched. It can be done!

Genealogical Society of Southwest Pennsylvania, Washington, PA, Summer 2014
This issue includes lots of excerpts from Daily Notes from Canonsburg, Pennsylvania. 
For a sampling: Sheep claims paid May 12, 1916 and, a list of names and amount of 
money paid by the County Commission. I wonder for what? Also included, an ancient 
burying ground, the April 12, 1889 Rambles in Hill Church Graveyard and some 
epitaphs, and Radio Programs of April 12, 1943. Do you remember the Great 
Gildersleeve, Gabriel Heater, or I love a Mystery? I do.

Milwaukee County Genealogical Society, WI, November 2014
This issue has more hidden treasures in the Milwaukee Public library. This county has a 
number of ethnic groups interested in genealogy and news of them is in each issue. 
Some prominent articles in this issue include Mexican, Italian and German roots.

Minnesota Genealogical Society, St. Paul, MN, Vol 45 No 2
This issue consists of several articles to help us solve some riddles. One author came to 
a brick wall with the surname Suddarth in Kentucky and finally feels he has the answer 
using DNA. He believes the father of his Lewis Suddarth had a different surname and 
that Suddarth was the mother's name instead. Another article reminds us to check every 
census especially when information is inconsistent. And for you researchers with roots 
in Norway, there is information in a registration of marriage of a Norwegian couple in 
La Cross County, Wisconsin that shows much more info then a marriage license. It is 
something to check out.

Oklahoma Genealogical Society, Oklahoma City, OK, September 2015
Several good articles as usual as well as genealogical stories are included in this issue. 
An article on research challenges tells us to concentrate on the facts and presents a new 
approach which my help. Also, some information on the Homestead Acts of 1862 and 
1866 may have information you can us, as they are good sources of information.

Puget Sound Genealogical Society, October - January 2014
This issue is full of good stories on searches, ancestors, and brick walls. One is on the 
fact that many genealogists believe they have native American ancestry. The author 
couldn't prove her story but is still trying. and gives her sources. The TV series "Finding 
your Roots" claims that most of these stories are not true, based on DNA evidence, it 
states there are no Cherokee Princesses.

(Continued on Page 9)
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Exchange notes
(Continued from Page 8)

South King County Genealogical Society News, July - September 2014
Lots of goodies are included now that this is a quarterly instead of a monthly 
publication. Read thinking outside the box, and finding more information on that Civil 
War ancestor, to name a couple. The president of this society has some good thoughts 
on how to attract new members. Some ideas are a grandmother granddaughter tea, 
sharing local family discoveries on You Tube,  and a fashion show of vintage clothing.

South King County Genealogical Society News, October - December 2014
If you are researching in King County, The King County Archives should be able to 
help. A list of other resources are listed and King County Court Cases 1881-1980 are 
being indexed by Seattle Genealogical Society. Read the article on this huge King 
County database which is available now.

Southeast Washington Genealogical Society, October 2014
Do you think all your genealogy is on the Internet? Have you tried a trip to Salt Lake 
library? A long article in this issue tells you everything you need to know from how to 
get there, where to stay, what the library has and much more. This is a timely follow up 
to Jerri McCoy’s talk at the Olympia Genealogical Society’s December meeting.

Crawford County Genealogical Society, Pittsburg, KS, November 2014
Due to rising costs of ink, paper, and mailing, the society has decided to stop 
exchanging its publication, The Seeker. This is their last issue for exchanges.  A number 
of societies are doing this so we don't receive too many anymore. If you are researching 
in this area, you might want to join the society. This issue has Crawford County’s early 
settlers from biographies in the Girard Independent 1898 - 1899. Many unknown facts 
on this area are included in the Did You Know series.

Whitman Co Genealogical Society, August - September 2014
A poignant article called Dear Zoe in this issue is about an autograph album bought at a 
garage sale. The author became interested in Zoe Davenport and found much about her 
life and that she was a niece of John Colver Davenport who founded Davenport WA and 
cousin of Llewellyn Davenport who started the Davenport Hotel in Spokane. We all get 
curious about other families.

Whitman County Genealogical Society, October - November 2014
This article continues with stories of Early Pioneers of Whitman County by Fred Yoder. 
This issue features J.D. Butler of Pine City and James Benson of St John. Also featured 
an essay “A Land Grant Heritage Iowa to the Palouse” with pictures of quilts by the 
author.

(Continued on Page 10)
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New books
at the Olympia
Timberland Library
Library Liaison: Sara Pete
spete@trlib.org

Recent genealogical additions to the
Olympia Timberland Library include
the following:

• Tracing your East End ancestors / Cox, Jane, 1942 - ebook added in November.
• Finding your roots [electronic resource] / Gates, Henry Louis, Jr. Streaming 

video added in September.
• Finding your roots: the official companion to the PBS series / Gates, Henry 

Louis, Jr. added in September.

Exchange notes
(Continued from Page 9)

Yakima County Genealogical Society December 2014
This issue includes many book reviews from this society's extensive library and a list of 
new acquisitions. Visit this sometime when you are in the vicinity. It is located at 
1901 S 12th Ave, Union Gap, and hours are Mon-Sat 10-4

Yakima County Genealogical Society, September 2014
Many local items from A Mess of Potpourri from 1891 are included in this issue. My 
favorite is J.M. Brown up from Horse Heaven Ranch. He reports a 
joyful Thanksgiving at his house. His first cause of thanks was the advent of a little girl 
and his next that she wasn’t a twin. These are from the Yakima Herald of November 26, 
1891.

January 2015 QUARTERLY Page 10                                                                                                 



Coming events of genealogical interest
For more information, description of workshops, registration fees, and directions on 
how to register for the following events please visit the sponsoring organization’s 
website:
• Olympia Genealogy Society –  http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~waogs/ 
• Heritage Quest Library – http://www.hqrl.com/eventcalendar.html
• Puget Sound Genealogy Society – http://www.pusogensoc.org/id9.html 
• Seattle Genealogical Society — www.seattlegenealogicalsociety.org
• Tacoma-Pierce County Genealogical Society —  

 http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~watpcgs/
• Washington State Genealogy Society – http://www.wasgs.org/

Olympia Genealogy Society Calendar:
The Olympia Genealogy Society meets the 2nd Thursday of the month, September 
through June, at 7 pm. Meetings are held at the Thursday County Courthouse, Building 
1, Room 152, unless noted otherwise. All meetings are free unless except for the 
February Annual Dinner and March Spring Seminar are free. Those two annual events 
require advance registration as noted below.
• January 8 – “Researching your English Ancestors on the Internet” presented by 

Godfrey and Merry Ellis, 7 pm, Thurston County Courthouse.
• January 15 – Genealogy Café, 1-3 pm, Olympia Library Meeting Room.
• January 17 – Genealogy Café, 1-3 pm, Olympia Library Meeting Room.
• January 20 – Board of Directors, 6:30 pm, Olympia Library Meeting Room.
• February 12 – OGS Annual Dinner, River’s Edge Restaurant, Tumwater Valley. 

(Advance reservations required.)
• February 17 – Board of Directors, 6:30 pm, Olympia Library Meeting Room.
• February 19 – Genealogy Café, 1-3 pm, Olympia Library Meeting Room.
• February 21 – Genealogy Café, 1-3 pm, Olympia Library Meeting Room.
• March 12 — “Lineage Societies” presented by Jerri McCoy, 7 pm, Thurston County 

Courthouse.
• March 28 – OGS Spring Seminar, “Genealogy: The Future is Now” presented by 

Thomas MacEntee of High Definition Genealogy, 8 am - 4 pm, Olympia 
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel. Register by March 9. Registration available at: 
www.rootsweb.com/~waogs

Other regional spring seminars, meetings, and workshops:
If you are traveling throughout the state, the Washington State Genealogical Society has 
links to local societies where you can check to see if there may be a meeting of interest 
when you are “in the neighborhood” see “Meetings and Events at: www.wasgs.org .
• January 13 — Beginning Family History Research, 1 pm, Heritage Quest Library, Free. 

register online.
• January 13 — Using PERSI, 7 pm, Tacoma-Pierce County Genealogical Society
• January 19 — Brick Wall Solving Session, 1 pm, Seattle Genealogical Society.
• January 21 — Mangled Bible Names in Family History, Seattle Genealogical Society

(Continued on Page 12)
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Save the date for OGS’ Spring Seminar: March 28, 2015
Back by membership request: Thomas MacEntee

Founder - High Definition Genealogy
Why wait until March? Start following Thomas at:

http://geneabloggers.com/
http://hackgenealogy.com/

Coming events of genealogical interest
(Continued from Page 11)
• January 23 — Ties that Bind - Exploring Marriage Records, 6 pm, Heritage Quest Library, 

$15, register online.
• January 25 — Soldiers, Spies, & Farm Wives, 1:30 pm, Seattle Genealogical Society
• January 28 — New Year’s Resolutions for Genealogy, 1 pm, Puget Sound Genealogical 

Society, Sylvan Way Library Genealogy Center. January 29 — Digital Keepsake, 1 pm, 
Heritage Quest Library, $15, register online.

• January 31 — Using Postcard Images, 1:30 pm, Seattle Genealogical Society.
• February 1 — Conducting a House History Wherever You Live, 1 pm, Seattle Genealogy 

Society.
• February 9 — Placing Your Ancestor in Historical Context Using Resources at NARA, 

Heritage Quest Library, $15, register online.
• February 10 — Interpreting Family Bible Records, 10 am, Seattle Genealogy Society.
• February 17 — Brick Wall Solving Session, 1 pm, Seattle Genealogy Society.
• February 25 — Evernote for Genealogy, 1 pm, Puget Sound Genealogical Society
• February 28 — Ethnic Heritage in the Northwest Series: Embracing Your Ethnic Heritage, 

10:15 am; Coming to America, 1 pm. Seattle Genealogy Society.

Sessions:
• Genealogy - The Future is Now
• Google for Genealogists
• Social Networking: New Horizons 

for Genealogists
• After You’re Gone: Future Proofing 

Your Genealogy Research

Registration information available at:
www.rootsweb.com/~waogs/

http://geneabloggers.com/
http://hackgenealogy.com/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~waogs/
http://www.rootsweb.com/~waogs/
http://geneabloggers.com/
http://hackgenealogy.com/


Olympia City Directory 1925
The following pages from the Olympia City Directory, 1925 for names beginning with the 
Letter B. Subsequent pages will be included in future editions of the Quarterly. The December 
2014 Quarterly started the 1925 edition with the descriptive information about Olympia and 
the listing of names beginning with the letter A. This series started in July 2008. The original 
of this directory, along with other historical city directories, is located in the reference section 
of the Olympia Timberland Library.
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Nancy Neville’s 4-Generation Chart
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Lin Watson nee Eakin 4-Generation Chart
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OLYMPIA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
PO BOX 1313 
OLYMPIA, WA 98507-1313

Genealogist’s Code of Ethics

In order to protect the integrity of public records and library books, I am ethically 
bound and hereby agree:
1. That I will treat with the greatest care and respect all public records and library 

books which may be made available for my use.
2. That I will speak with courtesy to all employees of a vital records office or of a 

public library when requesting to see any vital records or library books, and that 
when finished with such record or book, I shall express my thanks to the person 
attending to my requests.

3. That I will not tear, erase, mark, or remove any public record or library book and 
will refrain from mutilating, defacing, or otherwise destroying any part of such 
public record or library book.

4. That when I have finished viewing any public record or library book, I will return it 
to the proper or designated place.

This pledge is freely made by me upon penalty of forfeiting my membership in this 
society.


