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A Message from 

OGS President Roger Newman 
 

 
Hello Members, 
 
The New Year has arrived with the usual fanfare. How did your family celebrate? Was it a 
family affair or did the parents go out and leave you with a baby sitter? With my parents it 
was the latter. There always seems to be someone around with a camera. One family photo 
that is still around is of my step-father on New Year’s Eve dressed only in a diaper made 
from a sheet and a sash with Happy New Year written on it standing on a stage in front of his 
drinking friends.  I often wondered how he got talked into that. Why did I mention this? It 
has been said that a photo is worth a thousand words and sometimes more. 
Some photos can prompt you to write a family story which brings me to “have you started to 
write your family history”? This is one of my New Year resolutions. I figure if I start writing 
maybe some of the piles of paper will disappear.   
Sharon DeBartolo Carmack’s book You Can Write Your Family History is a good book on 
the subject. Some of her ideas are: 

1.  Reference Genealogies 
2.  Genealogical Narratives 
3.  Life Story Writing 
4.  Family History Narratives 
5.  Family History Memoir 
6.  Edited Letters & Diaries 
7.  Fictional Family Sagas Based on Truth 

For me I have several ideas what to write about: 1) my six Washington Territorial pioneers 
2) my Danish Newman families that came to Unites States and Canada from the small island 
of Møn in Denmark, and some day about my years in Alaska 1946-1976. The rest of my an-
cestors will have to be data in the database. 
I hope these words of wisdom will prompt you to write something about your family, 
whether it is about a photo or some family event or your own obituary so that someone else 
doesn’t write the wrong thing! 
Roger H. Newman 
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 Events of Genealogical Interest 

 
 
Ongoing                         Genealogy Café every third Thursday and every third Saturday  
                                        1-3 p.m.  at the Olympia Timberland Library. 
          
14 Feb 2013                    OGS Annual Dinner.  See page 26 for the flyer. RSVP to  
                                        Peggy Cooley:  jerseymouse@comcast.net 
      
6 Apr 2013      OGS Spring Seminar at the Phoenix Inn.  The speaker will be Thomas 
                                        MacEntee a professional genealogist who specializes in the  “use of   
                                        technology and social media to improve genealogical research”.  His  
                                        website  is http://hidef.com.  
 
14 Mar 2013                  OGS General Meeting 7 p.m. at the Thurston County Court House, 
                                        Building 1, Room 152.   The presenter will be Steven Morrison. 
 
28,29 Jun 2013     Washington State Genealogical Society Conference and Annual  
                                        Meeting hosted by the Yakima Valley Genealogical Society.   
                                        Brat Peterson will be the main speaker plus nine mini-sessions. 
                                        For more information call Patrick Bundy publicity chair 509-952-3322  
                                        or go to the YVGS website:  http://yvgs.net 
  
21 Jul 2013      Dedication of the Nathan Pattison plaque at  the Odd Fellows Memorial    
                                        Park in Tumwater.  Time to be announced. 
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New Genealogy Books  
at the  

Olympia Timberland Library 
Library Liaison Sara Pete 

spete@trlib.org 
 

The Olympia Timberland Library houses  
and maintains books and other materials of a  

genealogical nature donated and purchased by the  
Olympia Genealogical Society and its members.  

These books are in the Timberland Regional  
Library Catalog at www.trl.org 

New Genealogy Books at the Olympia Library From October-December 2012 
From Devin McCosh in Adult Services 

Mapping Mormonism : An Atlas of Latter-day Saint History� by Brandon Plewe. 
Adult Nonfiction 289.3022 MAPPING-MOR 2012 
�
Mastering Family, Library & Church Records by W. Daniel Quillen. 
Adult Nonfiction 929.1072 QUILLEN 2012 
�
Domesday Book: text and translation with indexes by John Morris. 
333.322 DOMES 1975-1986  40 volumes 
 
Domesday Book: A Guide by R. Welldon Finn. 
Genealogy 333.322 FINN 1973 
�
New York Area Key : a guide to the genealogical records of the State of New York including 
maps, histories, charts, and other helpful materials by Florence Clint. 
Genealogy 929.1072 CLINT 1979 
 
The Records of New Amsterdam 1653 to 1674 anno Domini Vols. 1, 3-7 
Genealogy 974.7102 NEW Y 1976 
 
 
 
Note from Sara Pete, Reference Librarian: 
   The genealogy shelves are nearly full so please check with staff before making donations. 
        Thank you for your help. 
         Sara Pete 
�
�
�
�
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The Watson Family in the Mima Prairie Pioneer Cemetery 
By Lila Davis Sjodin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Mima Prairie Pioneer Cemetery lies back from the Mima-Gate Road, surrounded by the Weyerhaeuser Mima 
Nursery.  The first known burial was ten year-old Lucelia Marcy in 1864, and in 1869 John and Polly Laws 
deeded the land to Thurston County to be used as a cemetery.  There are 49 known internments in the cemetery. 
 
By 1988, the cemetery had become overgrown and in disrepair.  The Thurston County Historic Commission un-
dertook a project to clean up and document the cemetery.  The cemetery was restored and rededicated on 19 May 
1990.  A booklet “Mima Prairie Pioneer Cemetery Thurston County, Washington” was published by the Thurston 
County Historic Commission on that date, written by Linda Howerton. 
 
Eleven of the graves are located in the Watson family area.  My great grandfather Jefferson Watson lies there 
with his third wife, three of his children, a niece (also a stepchild), a nephew (also a stepchild), a brother-in-law 
and his father, a grandniece and a grandnephew.   Their stories tell of the incredible hardships and tragedies that 
many of our ancestors endured in their lives. 
 

 

 

Watson Family Area 
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Jefferson Watson was born in Clinton County in northeastern New York State.  He was first married in New 
York, had one son, and left his wife and son.  His brother Lorenzo Watson had married Caroline Call.  
Lorenzo and Caroline moved to Wisconsin and had seven children there, Mary, Villeta, Carrie Birdean,  
Bertha, Lorenzo, Della and Ira.  Lorenzo died on Feb. 24, 1884, before the last child Ira was born.  The  
following year, Jefferson came out to Wisconsin and married his brother’s widow Caroline.  Jefferson and 
Caroline had two children, Ida and Iva.  Their youngest child was my grandmother Iva Iona Watson, whose 
Maytown fire story was told in the July 2012 Olympia Genealogical Society  Quarterly. 
 

   Jefferson Watson Lorenzo and Caroline Watson 

Jefferson Watson 15 Jan 1855 – 21 Apr 1930 Son of William Watson and Mary Baker 
Rhoda Hewitt Watson 17 Oct 1864 – 5 Jan 1944 Wife of Jefferson 

Nina Watson Gibson 28 Jul 1897 – 7 Dec 1929 Daughter of Jefferson and Rhoda 

Bertha Watson Taylor 3 Oct 1875 – 23 Dec 1915 Daughter of Lorenzo Watson and Caroline 

Ira Watson 5 May 1884 – 6 May 1906 Son of Lorenzo Watson and Caroline 

Ezra Watson 5 Aug 1896 – 9 Aug 1901 Son of Jefferson and Rhoda 
David Watson 1 Apr 1902 – 21 Apr 1909 Son of Jefferson and Rhoda 

Bertha Willett 22 Jul 1895 – 16 Jun 1906 Daughter of Carrie Watson and Alonzo 
Alonzo Willett 24 Jan 1858 – 17 Nov 1932 Husband of Carrie Watson 
Joseph Willett 29 Oct 1833- 20 Aug 1923 Father of Alonzo 
James Stubbs 8 Sep 1924 – 18 Sep 1924 Great-grandson of Carrie and Alonzo 

Watson Family Burials in Mima Prairie Pioneer Cemetery 
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Caroline died on Dec. 16, 1891, in Wisconsin, leaving Jefferson with two very young girls and seven  
stepchildren, who were also his nieces and nephews.   As was common at the time, Jefferson married again, this 
time to Rhoda Hewitt in November of 1893 in Black River Falls, Wisconsin.  Rhoda knew Jefferson in St.  
Lawrence County in northern New York State.  According to family stories, 29 year-old Rhoda was eager to get 
married and not end up a spinster.  She went to Wisconsin via the Great Lakes, vowing she would come back 
married.   
 
Jefferson and Rhoda moved back to Pierpont, New York, with young Ida and Iva and Ira, the only child of 
Lorenzo and Caroline to move back with them.  Three of Caroline’s daughters were married by then and must 
have cared for their younger sisters and brother in Wisconsin.  Two of the married daughters, Villetta and  
Carrie Birdean, died in 1896 and 1898 in Wisconsin. 
 
In short order, three children were born to Jefferson and Rhoda in New York, Ashton, Ezra and Nina.  The  
family moved to Vermont for a short time, where Inez was born.  Then in 1900 the family moved to Gate,  
Washington, where Jefferson’s sister Carrie had moved with her husband Alonzo Willett.  Two more children 
were born to Jefferson and Rhoda in Gate, David and Nathan.  
 
A year after the move to Gate, young Ezra Watson died a few days after his fifth birthday.  He was the first  
Watson buried at the Mima Prairie Pioneer Cemetery.  Next was Ira Watson in 1906, a day after his 22nd  
birthday.  Ira was thrown from his horse and died from his injuries.  His death was a severe blow to his family, 
as he seemed to be everyone’s favorite.  The next month Bertha Willett died when she was ten years old.  She 
was the daughter of Jefferson’s sister Carrie Watson and her husband Alonzo Willett.  In 1909 Jefferson and 
Rhoda lost another son, David Hiram Watson, when he died at the age of seven from an epileptic seizure. 
 
The next Watson family member laid to rest in the cemetery 
was Iniz (Bertha), the fourth child of Lorenzo and Caroline.  
Bertha was married in 1897 to an older widower, John  
Gearing.  They had a son Cecil in Wisconsin in 1900, then 
another son Raleigh in 1908 after they moved to  
California.  John Gearing had a photography studio and took 
many pictures of his wife and son Raleigh.   
 
Both of Bertha’s boys died, and Bertha and John were  
divorced.  Bertha moved to Gate to be near her family 
around 1911.  She married Charles Taylor.  At the age of 
40, Bertha died in 1915 of tuberculosis.  
 
By far the oldest person buried in the family plot was Carrie 
Watson Willett’s father-in-law, Joseph Willett.  He was 
nearly 90 years old when he died in 1923.  The next year, 
Carrie’s great-grandson James Stubbs died ten days after he 
was born.  James was the son of James Stubbs Jr. and 
Gladys Lemmon.  Carrie’s daughter May Willett married 
James Stubbs Sr. 
 
 

Bertha Watson Gearing and 
son Raleigh Gearing 
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Another family tragedy occurred when Nina Watson Gibson died in 1929 from 
influenza 14 days after giving birth to her fifth child.  Nina married Charles 
Gibson and lived at Gibson Creek between Oakville and Porter in Grays Harbor 
County.  After Nina’s death, her half-sister Mary Watson Newlun came to live 
with Charles to care for the five small children.   
 
Charles remarried, but soon after his marriage he was killed in a car accident.  
His widow did not want to raise the children.  She found family members to 
take three of the children and placed two of the children in an orphanage.  My 
grandmother Iva went to the orphanage and got the two children, even though 
she was a widow with five children to support by herself.  Nina’s brother 
Ashton took the two children and raised them. 
 

Nina and Nathan Watson 

After losing three children and four step-children, Jefferson Watson died at age 75.  The Thurston County  
Historic Commission booklet “Mima Prairie Pioneer Cemetery” contains the following entry on Jefferson.  “On 
April 24, 1930, The Morning Olympian had this to say about Mr. Watson: “J. B. Watson died Monday.  Jeff had 
lived in this vicinity for a long time.  Was not a man of letters, but a good, kind father, a splendid neighbor and 
as honest as they make ‘em.  He will be missed by not only his family but everyone.”  Jefferson was survived by 
four of his eleven siblings. 
 
Jefferson’s brother-in-law Alonzo Willett died in 1932 at the age of 74.  Alonzo and Carrie had eleven children, 
but only five survived him.  According to his obituary, Alonzo had 23 grandchildren and 19 great grandchildren.  
Carrie lived to be 92 and died in 1958.  She was buried in the Masonic Memorial Park in Tumwater. 

 
 
 
 

Rhoda Watson (left) 
Carrie Watson Willett (right) 

Alonzo Willett and 
Johnny Watson, Carrie’s son 
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The last person to be buried in the family plot was Jefferson’s wife Rhoda.  Rhoda was one of the last intern-
ments in the cemetery.  Before she died in 1944, her youngest son Nathan Watson was killed in Idaho in 1941 
when a truck ran over him while he was working at a dam site.  Only two of her six children survived her, 
Ashton and Inez. 
 
When Jefferson, Rhoda and Nina died, the family did not have money to purchase tombstones for them.  
Their markers consisted of names and dates scratched in cement.  These markers had disappeared.  Some of 
my second cousins had visited the cemetery and not been aware that their great grandparents were buried 
there.   
 
In 2010, new gravestones were made for Jefferson, Rhoda and Nina.  In preparing the ground for the new 
stones, the old stones were found buried.  The old stones, illegible and broken, were placed next to the new 
stones.  Later that year, Chandler Collins cleaned up the cemetery for his Eagle Scout project.  He installed a 
new fence around the Watson area.  Chandler made a valuable contribution to the cemetery when he installed 
a new sign and a plot map to the cemetery, allowing visitors to find their relatives easily. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New gravestones for Nina, Rhoda and Jefferson. 
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Marilyn June Smart Connon 
Marilyn Connon died at age 82 of cancer on July 11th, 2012, in Olympia, WA. She was born June 23, 1930, 
to Monte and Hilda Smartin Tacoma, WA.   When Marilyn was 9, they moved to Olympia where she at-
tended Lincoln Grade School and Olympia High School.  She attended WSU and lived in Kappa Kappa 

Gamma Sorority in Pullman graduating in 1951 in Home Economics.  The 
next year she spent at Peter Bent Brigham Hospital  in Boston, Massachusetts 
where she earned the title of dietitian. In 1952 she began work at the VA Hos-
pital in Seattle as a research dietitian.  
She married Lt. Luther E. Connon on August 8, 1953, in Olympia. They had 5 
years of duty in the Air Force before he was killed as a pilot in a B-47. Upon 
returning to Olympia with her 3 children, Marilyn worked for St. Peter Hospi-
tal, Thurston County Health Department, Thurston County Cooperative Ex-
tension Service, and the state DSHS WIC program. In 1979, she earned her 
Masters degree in Public Administration from UPS. In 1988, she transferred 
from DSHS to OSPI to begin 2 Federal programs: the Child and Adult Care 
Program, and the Summer Food Program for Children. She retired in 1992, 
though she continued to work for the Summer Food Program for many years.  
After retirement she opened a Scandinavian gift shop.  She was a member of 
Sons of Norway, Daughters of Norway, DAR, Daughters of the American 

Colonists, Mayflower Society, Olympia Genealogy Society, Military Widows, Kappa Kappa Gamma Alumni 
Association, and Gloria Dei Lutheran Church. She is survived by her 3 children, Stephen Connon, Melody 
Van Horn, and Catherine Connon; daughter-in-law Kelly Connon, son-in-law George Van Horn, 4 grandchil-
dren, 1 niece, 1 nephew, 2 great nephews and 1 great niece.  
  This article was compiled from the Olympian obituary published July 22, 2012 and Find-a-Grave website 
where there is more information about Marilyn’s very busy life. 
 
 
 

Roger Eric Easton 
Roger Easton, local historian and teacher, died on July 2, 2012, in Olympia, 
WA.   He was born September 13, 1937, in San Mateo County, CA to Royal 
(Roy) Oswald Easton and Elsie Lucinda (Fall) Easton.  After living 12 years in 
California, the family returned to Olympia in 1949.  Roger lived in the family 
home at 1404 SE 10th Avenue for more than 60 years.  He was preceded in 
death by his parents and is survived by a sister, Molly Swenson and brother, 
Richard Lachman both of California. 
  Roger was on the Thurston County Historic Commission from its beginning in 
1984 and the Olympia Heritage Commission.  He volunteered at the  Washing-
ton State Archives starting in 1991 and the Washington State Library since 2002 
transcribing records and researching local history.  John Dodge in a tribute pub-
lished in the Olympian on July 3 said of Roger he was “A selfless advocate for 
history preservation and a fountain of information about the people and events 
that shaped local history, Easton was a man of many projects, but never too busy 
to turn away people who needed help searching for their own family roots”. 
He was in most if not all of the historic organizations in Thurston County as an 
active participant including  President of the Board of the Bigelow House Association, member of the Olym-
pia Genealogical Society and the Olympia Historical Society. 
  He is buried in the Ruddell Pioneer Cemetery. 
   For more information: 
                   See John Dodges tribute at: 
                  http://www.theolympian.com/2012/07/03/2162435/respected-local-historian-roger.html 
      Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation tribute at Find-a-grave.  
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Trip Planning for the Inveterate List Maker and Detail Demon 
by Peggy Cooley 

 
I love lists. If something is written down, it is less likely to be forgotten. When you are spending time and money to 
travel to a destination, lists can make your trip worry free and enjoyable. 
I recently spent 2 weeks in Ireland, a combination of sightseeing and genealogical research. Unfortunately, I had nearly 
4 years to plan this journey, but I don’t recommend that timeline! I divided up the preparation into Travel, Clothing and 
Incidentals, Genealogy Research and Home. I made lists for each of these, including timelines and deadlines. Three 
months before the trip, I consolidated the lists and reset the timelines as necessary. I also had a List of my lists, which 
may sound silly, but I found it helpful. I’ve enclosed a generic copy of my List. 
 

1.  Pick your destination and focus. I wanted to go to Ireland and see everything plus do some genealogical re-
search. 

2.  Decide how you want to travel. Are you traveling with someone? Do you want a tour or to travel independently 
in a car or train? Ask friends and family about tour companies; do web searches to find companies that meld 
with your ideas. Look for rail passes or bed & breakfast with car rentals. 

3.  Figure out how much money and time do you have available. Tour prices change with the time of year and the 
length of the visit. I wanted to see gardens in bloom, but couldn’t afford 2 weeks in ‘High’ season; September 
is less expensive, as it is part of the ‘Shoulder’ from ‘High’ to ‘Low’ season. The flowers were gorgeous, by 
the way. 

4.  Research all the requirements for international travel. Passports, luggage, medications (should be in prescrip-
tion bottles) take time and money to arrange. I carried a pill case with me and took just a few minutes to sort 
out my medications so I wouldn’t have to worry about forgetting one in the morning rush. I also purchased a 
money belt for my important documents; it was the first time I’d used a money belt but I found it comforting 
to know things were safe. I also purchased a cell phone in Dublin, but your cell carrier may have international 
phones to lend if you don’t have an iPhone®. 

5.  Match your wardrobe to the climate, environment and your comfort. Jeans are commonplace, but they are 
heavy and cannot dry overnight hung from a shower rail. Many tours have a dinner evening that deserves 
something a little dressy. Check on luggage limitations and get a TSA lock. I was limited to a single 52” suit-
case for my tour-but I had no limitations while I drove myself about. Pack light, but don’t skimp, and consider 
putting a carry-on bag inside your big suitcase to use for the trip home. Hotels can do laundry for a fee or you 
can go to a local laundromat where they will do it in a few hours. Tell them not to use smelly fabric softener! 

6.  Prepare your home and loved ones for your absence. Notify your home alarm company and leave a copy of 
your passport main page and travel itinerary with your family. Stop your mail or arrange for someone to empty 
your mailbox frequently; have a light on in your living room so it looks like you are reading, about Ireland, for 
instance. 

       7.  What records can you look at to further your genealogical cravings? Get library hours, collections and closure    
              dates before you leave. FYI, all government offices and museums in Dublin, Ireland, are closed on Mondays.    

       That was the only day I had available to research national records, but there was a goldmine at the Waterford 
County Archives in Dungarvan! I reserved a microfilm machine over the internet and I had the ear of the  

       Archivist to help me learn more about my families. 
8.  Expect to pay for things you might normally do for yourself. I hired an Irish genealogist who found the GPS 

coordinates for my family farms. Absolutely priceless. I bought all my meals out, had my laundry done, took 
taxis and paid for someone to haul my luggage around. You’re on vacation for heaven’s sake! 

 9.  You can’t be shy. Don’t miss out on your heart’s desire because you are uncomfortable or embarrassed. I    
       walked up to the farmhouse at my family farm, rang the doorbell, introduced myself and was invited in for tea. 
10. Guidebooks, maps, a journal and a good camera. I read Rick Steves’ Ireland 2012®, bought a spiral map book    
         over the internet, readied a journal to record all the wondrous sights I expected to see and bought a good  
         camera to help me remember my Journey to Ireland. 

              

               Sl� �����  
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Packing List, To Do List & Schedule for Peggy’s Trip to Ireland 

  Clothing �  Meds �  Toiletries �  Arrival in Ireland  
          Nail file   Airport 
          Flossers   Pick up baggage 
          Deodorant   Register VAT  card 
          Lotion   Exchange money for � 100 +chg 
          Soap     
          Shampoo     
          Hair spray   Dublin (Sunday)                     0530 
          Brush   Hop On, Hop Off Tour          1130 
          comb   Liffey River cruise                  1630 
          Pill case   Shop for: 
              Call Hertz to confirm car reserva-

tion 
                
  Jewelry:             
              Dublin (Monday) 
              NLI?  NAI? 
                
  Outerwear           Return to Dublin 
          9/17/12 Monday (Bayside B & B) 
      30 day readiness   Get 6 am shuttle to airport f/car 
          Rock of Cashel to Dungarvan 
            
          18th (Tuesday) Bayside B & B 
  Camera w/case       Wtfd Archives; reader at 10:00 
  Extra batteries, SD card         
  Tripod       Wtfd Heritage Center 
  Phone and charger         
  Mini recorder, batteries, tapes   7 day readiness   19th (Wednesday) Bayside B & B 
  Computer glasses   Notify credit card company   Comeraugh Drive 
  Clip on sunglasses   Notify bank re: debit   Kilrossanty 
            
      Pack everything, including meds   20th (Thursday) Bayside B & B 
      Order phone from Verizon   Ardmore, St. Declan’s 
  Netbook   Back up files & apps on phone SD 

card 
    

  Flashdrive, mouse & charger   Back up files on Netbook-put cop-
ies of all on 16 GB drive 

  21st (Friday ) Swords (Rathview 
House) 

  Kindle & charger       Powerscourt Gardens 
  Passport   Notify home security company   Turn in car and taxi to B & B 
  E ticket & itinerary   Soak gardens on Thursday pm     
  Medication bag   Charge all electronics   22nd (Saturday 
  Bag of liquids       7 am taxi; Duty Free Shop 
      Last minute readiness     
          Purse 
          Wallet, 
      Turn on house alarm   Passport, vouchers 
      Backpack   AM and PM pill packets 
          Rick Steves’ Guide 
      Netbook, camera bag w/ tripod   Kindle 
      Trip notebooks   Phone +charger 
      Medication bag     
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Thurston County, Washington  
Marriage Packets – 1904 

[P1904] - Provided by Jerri McCoy 
Continued from the October 2012 Quarterly 

 
 

11/6/1904  P1904 - Klambush, Wm. of Olympia, WA and Blake, Avis Mae of Olympia, WA at St 
Johns Church by Rector of St Johns Church. Witnesses:  Wm Heilan and wife of Olympia.  Filed:  
1/10/1905 [License:  P1904, 11/5/1904] 
 
11/11/1904  P1904 - Smith, Harry of Olympia, WA and Begallia, Mary I. of Buckley, WA at 
Olympia by J. W. Satterthwaite, V.D.M. Witnesses:  J. M. Satterthwaite and Maude DeWitt, both 
of Olympia.  Filed:  11/12/1904 [License:  P1904, #2161 - 11/10/1904] 
 
11/14/1904  P1904 - Waldron, Noah of Tacoma, WA and Ross, Lizzie of at Olympia by E. R. 
Loomis, Minister. Witnesses:  Walter Ross and Alice Ross.  Filed:  11/15/1904 [License:  P1904, 
11/14/1904] 
 
11/16/1904  P1904 - Sanford, Ed. H. of Bucoda, WA and Garland, Frances of Bucoda, WA at 
bride's residence by C. Gilbert Hannah, Minister, Episcopal Church. Witnesses:  John W. Gilbert 
and Kathleen Gilbert.  Filed:  11/19/1904 [License:  P1904, #2159 - 11/7/1904] 
 
11/21/1904  P1904 - Hammer, Frank of Olympia, WA and Graham, Julia A. of Olympia, WA at 
Olympia by W. S. Crockett, Minister, Portland, Oregon. Witnesses:  (none listed)  Filed:  4/1/1944 
[License:  P1904, 11/21/1904] 
 
11/22/1904  P1904 - Robinson, Ernest O. of Olympia, WA and Cracker, Lillie of Spokane, WA at 
Olympia by R. M. Hayes, Minister, First Presbyterian Church. Third marriage for bride. Wit-
nesses:  H. L. Tucker and Ida Tucker.  Filed:  11/22/1904 [License:  P1904, 11/22/1904] 
 
11/27/1904  P1904 - Damon, Edw. C. of Seattle, WA and Shotwell, Agnes May of Seattle, WA at 
Olympia by E. R. Loomis, Minister. Fourth marriage for groom, third marriage for bride. Wit-
nesses:  W. J. Ostrander and Lucia T. Ostrander, both of Seattle.  Filed:  11/28/1904 [License:  
P1904, #2165 - 11/26/1904] 
 
11/28/1904  P1904 - Laramie, Jos. of Rainier, WA and St. Germain, Mary J. of Tenino, WA at 
Olympia by William Milton Giles, J.P. Witnesses:  Geo. G. Mills and Frank Laramie.  [License:  
P1904, 11/28/1904] 
 
12/6/1904  P1904 - Hunsaker, Joseph B. of Olympia, WA and Brainard, Olive L. of Olympia, WA 
at Olympia by B. F. Brownlee, Minister. Witnesses:  Mrs. Mary Batsford and Mrs. Jennie Benson.  
Filed:  12/8/1904 [License:  P1904, 12/6/1904] 
 
12/20/1904  P1904 - Hannaford, Frank of Yelm, WA and Robbins, Lillie C. of Yelm, WA at 
bride's residence, Yelm by J. N. Miller, Minister, M. E. Church. Witnesses:  Martha Conine and 
W. F. Harris, both of Yelm.  Filed:  12/22/1904 [License:  P1904, 12/19/1904] 
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Thurston County Marriages continued 

12/21/1904  P1904 - Steiner, Jacob of Portland, OR and Granholz, Sophia W. of Hoylton, IL at 
Olympia by R. M. Hayes, Minister, First Presbyterian Church. Witnesses:  John Berkshire and 
Louise J. LaFond.  Filed:  12/22/1904 [License:  P1904, 12/21/1904] 
 
12/24/1904  P1904 - Barnes, Frank D. of  Olympia, WA and Britts, Mamie L. of Olympia, WA at 
Olympia by F. K. Howard, Rector, St. Johns Church. Witnesses:  Arthur E. Barnes and Elizabeth 
Doherty.  Filed:  12/27/1904 [License:  P1904, 12/24/1904] 
 
12/25/1904  P1904 - Baker, William V. of Thurston Co, WA and Motzer, Bertha of Everett, WA at 
Cedar Flats by A. G. Sawin, Minister, Baptist Church. Witnesses:  Samuel Motzer of Everett and 
William O. Baker of Olympia.  Filed:  12/27/1904 [License:  P1904, 12/17/1904] 
 
12/25/1904  P1904 - Wright, O. D. of Chambers Prairie, WA and Collins, Minnie of Chambers 
Prairie, WA at Chambers Prairie by Milton Giles, J.P. Witnesses:  Frank Collins and Milan Wright.  
Filed:  1/5/1905 [License:  P1904, 12/20/1904] 
 
12/25/1904  P1904 - Stewart, Henry of Little Rock, WA and O'Toole, Mary Agnes of Little Rock, 
WA at Olympia by L. Kuster, Catholic Priest. Witnesses:  John O'Toole and Anna Miller.  Filed:  
12/27/1904 [License:  P1904, 12/23/1904] 
 
12/25/1904  P1904 - Knight, William Louis of Helix, OR and Whiteman, Stella A. of Olympia,  
WA at Olympia by (not listed). Witnesses:  Emma. L. Whiteman and ___ Robendean.  Filed:  
1/24/1905 [License:  P1904, 12/24/1904] 
 
12/25/1904  P1904 - Mann, Claude B. of Olympia, WA and Bernett/Berwett, Mabel of Olympia, 
WA at Sherlock by J. W. Satterthwaite, Minister. Witnesses:  Fred Giles and Amy Quick, both of 
Olympia.  Filed:  12/31/1904 [License:  P1904, 12/24/1904] 
 
12/29/1904  P1904 - Kimsey, Franklin P. of Olympia, WA and Fleetwood, Mary E. of Olympia, 
WA at Chambers Prairie by W. S. Crockett. Witnesses:  Chester L. Fleet and Carrie E. Fleet.  Filed:  
1/2/1905 [License:  P1904, #2178 - 12/24/1904] 
 
12/31/1904  P1904 - Stan, Leonard V. of Olympia, WA and Hall, Nettie Blanch of Olympia, WA at 
Olympia by W. S. Crockett, Minister. Witnesses:  Mrs. M. V. Stan and Lizzie Hall.  Filed:  
1/24/1905 [License:  P1904, 12/31/1904] 
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Galvanized Yankees: A Bibliography  
contributed by Lee James 

 
     Lee James gave a talk on Galvanized Yankees at the Oct. 12. 2012, OGS meeting which he based on 
the information found at the National Archives and Records Administration.  Below is the bibliography he 
used as the basis for his research. 
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 Galvanized Yankees continued 
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    Edna Doris Cutler was born in Livingston, Montana, December 30, 1921.  On May 27, 1923, 
she was the first baby baptized by the Rev. Koehler at the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Amer-
ica in Livingston.  After graduating from Park County High School where she excelled in aca-
demics as well as extracurricular activities and school sports, Edna left home for Spokane Wash-
ington and Kinman Business University where she won the Secretarial Science IDY award and 
met future husband, Harold Alfred Peebles. 
   Edna and Harold loved dancing to Norm Thue’s and other bands on Friday nights followed by a 
treat at the Dessert Oasis.  If they lingered too long and missed the last bus at 12:15 a.m. it meant 
a long walk up hill on Grand Boulevard to Mrs. Woods’ room and boarding house at 18th and 
Bernard for Edna (next door for Harold at Mrs. Stairet’s).  If it snowed even in formals, toeless 
high heels and slipping, Edna marched with Harold (Hap) up the tire tracks to home.  Never a 
question of a taxi.  Money was scarce.  It was the Dessert Oasis treat and take the bus or walk to 
prolong the evening fun. 
   Pearl Harbor and World War II changed everything.  By summer Edna and Harold both had 
wartime jobs.  Mom Peebles loaned Harold the family Plymouth to get to work in the Valley 
where they building the Aluminum Company of America rolling mill.  
    Saturday nights still meant dancing to the top name bands of the “Big Band Era”.  Harold’s 
corsages for Edna made summer dances more special at the Natatorium Park (known as The Nat 
Park by patrons) where they had terrific times. 
     Before Christmas 1942, Harold applied for Navy OCS (officer training school) and while 
waiting for approval, went to Tacoma for a high-paying job building Liberty Ships for Kaiser.  He 
joined the Union. 
    His Navy training complete in the spring of 1944, Harold was given two week embarkation 
leave while waiting for completion of LST Boston.  It was time to get married.  Edna put together 
a “white wedding” in three days and on April 8, 1944, they 
were married at the Lidgerwood Evangelical Church in Spo-
kane.  After a 5-day honeymoon at the Florence Hotel in 
Missoula, Harold put Edna on the Northern Pacific train 
west to Spokane (crying all the way), and he took the next 
train east to Amphib ship, LST 989, Boston.  On the shake-
down cruise only two crew had “sealegs” (prior ship experi-
ence) but off they went to New York, Norfolk and across 
the ocean the Mediterranean Theatre at the same time as D-
Day to participate in a landing invasion at Marseille in the 
south of France. 
    Edna lived at 206 8th Avenue,  apartment 32 in Spokane 
while waiting for Hap to come home. 
 

 Edna and Harold:  A Wartime Love Story 
Notes from a Genealogy  



Page 19                                                QUARTERLY                                  January 2013 

  
EXCHANGE NOTES 

by 
Jean Laws 

 
The publications mentioned are sent to the Olympia Genealogical Society in exchange for our Quarterly.  
They are filed alphabetically by state and county in the vertical files in the genealogical section of the 
Olympia Timberland Library.  Some of them are eventually bound and placed with bound periodicals in 
storage at the Montesano Library and Timberland Regional Library Service Center.  Anything in storage 
can be requested through your local library 
 
 
Fort Worth Genealogical Society August 2010.  Not an error, they are still catching up. Lots of info on 
Tarrant Co Texas in this issue and the rest we have received to catch up. This is a fine publication and worth 
looking at. Lots of pictures, research and good articles.  
  
Oklahoma Genealogical Society September 2012.  This issue features winners of the OGS Family History 
Story Writing Contest. The second place winner is Civil War Perils of Springtime. It is based on a family  
legend of a soldier who outran a Confederate bullet. It took place in Crawford County, Arkansas and the sol-
dier is Ebenezer Fears.  
  
Toledo Area (OH) Genealogical Society September 201 2.  Picture of students in  Navarre School 1930 
and listings of Forest Cemetery and Mt Pleasant and Oak Hill cemeteries.  
  
Milwaukee County Wisconsin Genealogical Society Aug ust 2012.   This is an article on digital cameras 
and some problems in storing photos . Then an article by Dick Eastman about the time he lost 100  
ancestors. Also interesting analysis comparing 1940 -2010. Did you know 1 in 6 people recorded in 1940 
census were also counted in 2010. Wonder how they know that! 
 
Whitman County Genealogical Society October 2012.  A new series of stories of Early Pioneers in  
Whitman County. Washington based on interviews by Fred Yoder in 1966-7. This gives a fairly complete  
picture of life in the county from 1870-1900. First interview is the story of Mrs. Emma Turnbow Ickes of  
Palouse. Her father was I. P. Turnbow, a pioneer of Kentucky, Tennessee, Texas and Illinois before coming 
to Washington Territory in the early 1870's. Emma married G. P. Ickes in 1880. 
  
Minnesota Genealogical Society Summer 2012. You might be interested in the 1918 Minnesota Farm 
Crop and Labor Reports: What did our farmer ancestors grow? Also 10 genealogy lessons from your TV. 
This is based on the series Finding Your Roots and Who Do You Think You are?   It gives specific examples 
of the celebrities. 
  
Seattle Genealogical Society Fall 2012.  This issue has several very interesting articles, especially on  a 
famous court case in Seattle of Rebecca Lena Graham's fight for her inheritance. She claimed to be  
the  daughter of a prominent white settler Franklin Matthais and a Duwamish Indian Peggy Curley. When 
Franklin died in 1891 he was said to be unmarried and without relatives  The estate was claimed by relatives 
back east. It was important because of the number of mixed marriages between whites and Indians at that 
time and whether they were legitimate. She was finally declared the legitimate heir and was even listed as 
first white child born in Seattle when she died in 1946. Read all about it! 
  
Northeast Washington Genealogical Society October 2 012.  Grave Markers--It's not Always as it Seems 
is a story to make you think about those you have found. Also, the latest FGS report on smart phones,  
tablets, readers and apps and their use for genealogy . This might help you catch up with your grandkids. 
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Exchanges continued           
 

  
 

Puget Sound Genealogical Society October-December 2 012. This issue is full of good stories you 
don't want to miss. An article on author Debbie Macomber's roots which were compiled by  
society members and  a presentation at the mall with Debbie and her family. Other items are a  
Christmas poem, and many stories by members.  
  
Crawford County Kansas Genealogical Society Novembe r 2012.  Listing of  biographies of early 
settlers in that Crawford County and the town of Opolis.  
  
South King County Genealogical Society November/Dec ember 2012.   An article taken from  
Colonial Laws in America lists a number of cruel and unusual punishments. For instance, cursing 
your parents, if you are over 16, could be  subject to death penalty in New Hampshire as well as 
those  convicted 3 times for thievery in Massachusetts. Three strikes and you are really out!   
 
Fort Worth Genealogical Society  November 2012.  Article on Exploring old Fort Worth newspa-
pers which includes much Texas and national news. There is a story of Ella Davis who died a terrible 
death in a gasoline fire. Apparently this was a common cause of death in this time period (1891) and 
most of them were women who did chores around fires and wore long garments. 
  
Milwaukee County Genealogical Society November 2012 .  Are you familiar with Cluster  
Genealogy? That is examining records of an ancestor's extended family, friends, neighbors and  
business associates. This can be helpful in breaking down brick walls.  
  
Mason Log, Mason County Genealogical Society Octobe r 2012. Good Article on using early 
newspapers in your research. The article is continued in the November and December issues.  In 
December 2012, there is also an account of a MCGS trip to the National Archives in Seattle and what 
they learned. 
  
Genealogical Society of Southwestern Pennsylvania S ummer 2012. An actual 213-year-old 
newspaper clipping of President George Washington's obituary is transcribed here. It was found in 
the pages of an old book. Very emotional .  Most of the rest of this issue is on Fayette County,   
Pennsylvania.  Also a short piece on pioneer cooking including a recipe for cherry bounce. I dare you 
to try it for Valentine's Day.  
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The following pages from the  Olympia City Directory 1923-24 are continued from the  
October 2012 OGS Quarterly.  This series started in July 2008.  The original of this book 
is at the Olympia Timberland Library. 
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Olympia City Directory continued 
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Olympia City Directory continued 
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 Olympia City Directory continued 
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Olympia City Directory continued 
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Every Third  
  Thursday& Saturday 

   1-3 PM 
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OLYMPIA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP  

 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 Maiden Surname: __________________________  Spouse's Name: ___________________________ 
 
 
 Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 City: ___________________________________ State: _______ Zip+4: _________________ 
 
 
 Telephone: (__________) ______________________________________ 
 
 
 E-mail: _____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 Do you need a ride to the meetings? ______________________________ 
 
 
Single Membership         $20.00 per year   (Membership year is from Sep 1 to Aug 31) 
 
Family (one newsletter)   $25.00 per year 
 
New Membership _____    Renewal _____    Reinstatement _____ 
 

Please enclose S.A.S.E. if you want a receipt and membership card mailed. 

Send this form and check 
(payable to OGS) to: 

Olympia Genealogical Society 
c/o Elaine Dodge, Membership 
P.O. Box 1313 
Olympia, WA 98507-1313  
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OGS PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE  
 
  1910 CENSUS INDEX, THURSTON COUNTY, WASHINGTON                     $15.00 
  1889 CENSUS, THURSTON COUNTY WASHINGTON TERRITORY                     $15.00 
  THURSTON COUNTY WASHINGTON BIRTH RECORDS, 1891-1907         $10.00 
  NEWSPAPER GENEALOGICAL ABSTRACTS, 1891-1907                                       $20.00         
  OGS SURNAME INDEX, 1999                          $23.00                                            
 
       Postage and handling for first book is $5.00.  Additional books to the same address, 
       are $2.00 each.  Send orders to:  Olympia Genealogical Society 
                                                            PO Box 1313 
                                                            Olympia, WA  98507-1313  
 

The Olympia Genealogical Society is selling duplicate books from its collection at: 
                                     www.amazon.com/shops/OlyGenSoc 

 All proceeds will go to buy additional materials for the collection which is housed at the 
Olympia  Timberland Library in Olympia, Washington.   

DEADLINE FOR THE APRIL QUARTERLY IS MARCH 15, 2013.  
 THANK YOU  

OLYMPIA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
PO BOX 1313 
OLYMPIA, WA  98507-1313 


