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Vancouver area, they will pre-
sent their program first with 
the business meeting follow-
ing their presentation. We'd 
like to let the speaker get back 
on the road soon after their 
presentation. If the speaker is 
presenting via Zoom and lives 
in our time zone or one hour 
off, then they will pre-
sent following our business 
portion of the meeting. If the 
speaker is presenting via Zoom 
and lives on the East coast, 
they will present their pro-
gram first with the business 
portion of the meeting  
Continued on page 2... 

It has been great to start off 
this year with hybrid style 
general membership meet-
ings, meaning we have mem-
bers attending via Zoom as 
well as members meeting in 
person at the Westmin-
ster Presbyterian Church on 
Boulevard Road. For those of 
us that have been able to 
attend in person, I must say, it 
is refreshing to be around 
familiar faces, seeing old 
friends and "new to be" 
friends. We have had a cou-
ple of new members attend 
which is great to share time 
with them. Since hybrid 

meetings are new to us all we 
are having to learn how to 
balance the real world and 
the virtual world, both with 
members and speakers. I'd 
like to share a few tips to 
make the meetings flow bet-
ter for all attendees. 
First is in respect to the 
speaker.  If the speaker is 
presiding in person at the 
meeting room, the speaker 
will present their pro-
gram following the business 
portion of our general mem-
bership meeting. If the speak-
er is driving a distance to 
speak to us, i.e. Seattle or 
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U P C O M I N G  D A T E S  

• GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING: Thursday, Nov 

14th, 7-8:30pm 

• SIG MEETINGS - through-

out Nov 

• DEADLINE TO SUBMIT 

NEWSLETTER STORIES: 

Nov 15th 

• OGS Board Meeting Nov 

19th, 6:30-8:30pm 
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Supporting family 

historians in the 

South Puget Sound 

since 1974 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

WEBSITE LINK: 

olygensoc.org 

FOLLOW US: 

Newsletter team: Peggy 
Cooley, Carolyn Gibbons, and 
Mandy Stahre 
Contact us: 
newsletter@olygensoc.org 

This newsletter is free to 

the community. 

Hybrid General Membership Meetings 

November Meeting 

“The Witches of Salem” There 
are no witches – are there? Of 
course not! But in 1692, in 
Salem, the witch hunt would 
swell and burn. How were 
witches identified? What hap-
pened to the accused? And 
who were those who were 
executed that terrible year in 
Salem? Come learn a little bit 
about them and their accus-
ing neighbors. 
Speaker Jerri McCoy was born 
and raised in San Diego, Cali-
fornia. She received her Bach-
elor’s Degree in Mathematics 
from San Diego State Univer-
sity, and worked in the com-
puter industry for 30 years 
before retiring. She and her 
husband have been married 

for over 55 years, and they 
have two grown sons. Jerri 
has been active in genealogy 
for almost 50 years. She is a 
member of OGS, the Wash-
ington State Genealogical 
Society, and several lineage 
societies, including the DAR, 
the Mayflower Society, and 
the Associated Daughters of 
Early American Witches. She 
is a past president of two ge-
nealogical societies, and has 
held numerous lineage socie-
ty offices. 
Jerri has published three 
books on her family. She 
broke down a major brick wall 
using land records, and wrote 
an article documenting this 

elusive 
Mayflow-
er line 
ancestor, 
which was 
published 
in the 
Mayflower 
Descendants. She is currently 
the membership genealogist 
for the Washington State 
Mayflower Society. 
During her family research, 
Jerri discovered that her 8th 
great grandmother was killed 
during the Salem Witch Trials. 
As you can tell, her hobby 
interests revolve mainly 
around computers and gene-
alogy. 

Photo: Jerri Mccoy 

https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://www.facebook.com/groups/252254904837134/
https://twitter.com/OlyGenealogy
https://olygensoc.org/index.php
mailto:newsletter@olygensoc.org
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following their presentation. 
Second is in respect to the 
members attending the 
meeting. We will ask that all 
questions are held until the 
end of the presentation. 
Members will need to raise 
their hand if in the room to 
be called upon. The remote 
speaker/mic will be moved 

into the center of the room 
so that members attending 
via Zoom will be able to hear 
the question. Members at-
tending via Zoom will need 
to raise their Zoom hand, 
the Zoom host will call on 
the member to ask their 
question. Questions can also 
be put in “Chat”. The in-

room moderator will call on 
the person with their hand 
raised. We'll need to coach 
the speaker as 
well. Hopefully if we all keep 
these tips in mind, the meet-
ing experience will be good 
for all attendees. 

- Kerry Upton 

Hybrid General Meeting continued….. 

Check out Page 7 with a preview of the 2025 OGS 

virtual Seminar. Registration opens November 14th!  

OGS Program Year at-a-glance 

If the speaker is in-person 
(designated with a P) at our 
meeting place on Zoom (Z) 
which can be viewed at the 
church or from your home.  
 
November 14th (P) - “The 
Witches of Salem”  with Jerri 
McCoy. 

December (TBD) (P) - Holi-
day Party. 

January 9th (TBD) - “Finding 

a Professional Genealogist” 
with Nancy Cordell. 

February 13th (Z) - “Digging 
into Finding Aids:  The 
Roadmap to Any Manuscript  
Collection”  with  Melissa 
Barker. 

March 13th (Z) - “Was my 

William Smith in the Civil 

War?”  with Brian Rhinehart. 

April 10th (Z) -  “Researching 

Your War of 1812 Ancestor”  

with Craig R. Scott. 

May 8th (Z) -  “From Re-

search to Draft:  Rapidly 

Writing Your Ancestor's Sto-

ry” with Devon Lee. 

June 12th (TBD) -  Family 

Search.org – Working with 

the Family Search Center and 

What it has to Offer” - John 

Anderson.  
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Good news for state employees and retirees (and OGS!) 
Olympia Genealogical Society is 
now a member charity of the Washing-
ton State Combined Fund Drive (CFD), 
a workplace giving program that allows 
Washington State employees and retir-
ees to donate to charities of their 
choice. Current state employees can 
specify Charity Code 2006621 to give 
to OGS. Retirees needing to establish 

an account should contact 
cfd@sos.wa.gov.  For more information 
about CFD and to search for active 
charities, see the CFD website at 
https://give.wa.gov/.  
Big thanks to Treasurer Karin Copper-
noll for registering our organization 
with the Secretary of 

State’s office and serving as CFD con-
tact. 
 
-  Carol Jenner 

Missing an Ancestor? Look East or South  

Many times, while researching our 
ancestors, they just “disappear” 
from where they “should be” lo-
cated. Is this true with your ances-
tor? Perhaps the young man or 
woman in your lineage decided to 
heed Horace Greeley’s quote, “Go 
West, young man, go West and 
grow up with the coun-
try.”1 Opportunities abounded 
with cheap land, the lure of gold / 
silver / precious gems, religious 
freedom, or just the opportunity 
to start a new life. Perhaps your 
ancestor came to Arizona for one 
of these reasons? The Arizona Ge-
nealogical Advisory Board (AzGAB) 
is honoring those people and their 
descendants who lived in the geo-
graphical area of what is now Ari-
zona prior to statehood on 14 Feb-
ruary 1912 with an Arizona Pio-
neer Descendant certificate. Cer-
tificates will be awarded to a de-

scendant who submits evidence 
acceptable to AzGAB (vital rec-
ords, territory or federal census, 
church records, brand books 
[livestock markings], city directory 
listings, etc.). Records showing 
relationship from the pioneer to 
the applicant is required for the 
certificate.  
For those ancestors / relatives 
who lived in Arizona from state-
hood until 01 April 1950, a Second 
Wave Certificate is available. The 
same chain of descendancy is re-
quired.  
Not sure if your ancestor “was” in 
Arizona on their way to California, 
Nevada or other points West? 
Please use the Arizona Pioneers 
Database on the AzGAB web-
site, https://azgab.org/
cstm_pioneer.php, to see if their 
names appear. Female names as 
well as male names are men-

tioned.  
This is a meaningful way to honor 
your ancestors and have a pre-
served record of it. The approved 
application forms, photos and ac-
companying documentation are 
housed in the Arizona State Ar-
chives. A modest fee for the cer-
tificate is expected at the time of 
submission. If two certificates are 
requested for the same ancestor 
from different descendants, there 
is a reduced fee for the second 
certificate. Questions? Contact the 
Arizona Pioneer Descendant 
Administrator, Peggy Morphew 

at certificates@azgab.org. 

- Linda McCleary 

1.  The Oxford Dictionary of Quota-

tions. Oxford University Press, TME. 

1999. p. 351. ISBN 9780198601739. 

Retrieved 12 October 2023.  

Member Offerings For those OGS members who have ancestors in the Boston Harbor and Gull Harbor 

areas, my husband Greg came home with a book from the Tumwater Timberland library that might prove interesting.  A 

History of the Boston Harbor and Gull Harbor Area by John T. Marshall, 2013 (2nd edition 2017).  It includes several family 

histories with photos, also photos of the buildings, homes and businesses, and a number of newspaper articles document-

ing the history of the area.  It looks to be catalogued under Local NF Marshall 2017 - it's not a hardcover book but pages 

bound with a wire spine.  - Diana Bargmann 

mailto:cfd@sos.wa.gov
mailto:https://give.wa.gov/
https://azgab.org/cpage.php?pt=14
https://azgab.org/cpage.php?pt=51
https://azgab.org/cstm_pioneer.php
https://azgab.org/cstm_pioneer.php
mailto:certificates@azgab.org
https://books.google.com/books?id=o6rFno1ffQoC&pg=PA351
https://books.google.com/books?id=o6rFno1ffQoC&pg=PA351
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780198601739
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OGS Beginning Genealogy Class Recap 

On Saturday, October 19, 2024, 

OGS presented “Beginner Gene-

alogy Class” at Tumwater Tim-

berland Library. There were 9 

interested students for the 3 

hour class. The comments were 

positive and also full of ideas for 

more classes. The committee 

plans to meet to discuss revi-

sions and decide on a schedule 

for future classes. Interested in 

helping? Contact Peggy Cooley, 

Joe Brookshier or Jerri McCoy.  
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2025 OGS Virtual Seminar 
We are thrilled to announce our 

annual seminar on February 1, 

2025, featuring the renowned 

genealogist and speaker, Blaine 

Bettinger. This year, our topic is “AI 

Made Easy: Boosting Your 

Genealogy Research with Technolo-

gy”, a timely and fascinating subject 

that is reshaping how we 

research our family histories. 

As AI technologies continue to ad-

vance, they offer incredible new 

tools for genealogists of all 

skill levels. Blaine will guide us 

through the ways AI can enhance 

our research processes, from 

analyzing historical records to 

breaking through brick walls in our 

family trees. 

What You Can Expect: 

- Insights from an Expert: Blaine, 

known for his expertise in genetic 

genealogy, will share practical strat-

egies for incorporating AI into your 

genealogy research. 

- Interactive Q&A: Engage with 

Blaine as he addresses your ques-

tions and shares real-world applica-

tions of AI in uncovering your family 

history. 

Registration opens November 14! 

Don’t miss this chance to explore 

the intersection of technology and 

genealogy. Registration opens on 

November 14 at olygenesoc.org. 

Payment will be accepted via Pay-

Pal, ensuring a quick and easy regis-

tration process. The seminar is vir-

tual once again and it will be rec-

orded. Recordings will be available 

to registered participants through 

Sunday, March 2, 2025. We look 

forward to seeing you there! 

- Nancy Neville Cordell, Seminar 

Coordinator 

https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/13-2/biographical-material/
https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/13-2/biographical-material/
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Ancestry vs. Family Search 
Let us compare and contrast Ances-
try and Family Search. I normally 
use them both, depending on what I 
am looking for, and sometimes in 
conjunction with each other. The 
first glaring difference is the cost – 
Ancestry was on sale through 21 Oct 
2024 (periodically will go on special) 
for $12/month or $59 for 6 months 
for US records; $19/month or $84 
for 6 months for World records. 
Normally the cost is $24.99 a month 
or $119 for 6 months for the US rec-
ords or $39.99 a month or $169 for 
6 months for the World records. 
Family Search is free. What do you 
get for the cost? The most obvious 
are the little green leaves for hints. 
That is if you have a database 
online. The other bonus is the hints 
offered. Just yesterday (15 Oct) I 
was looking for William Bryson born 
about 1844 in Kentucky. I had him 
on the 1850, 1860 and 1870 census 
records – nothing else. On 1870 he 
was living with his widowed mother, 
a brother John, a brother James, an 
unknown Jennie Bryson, several 
servants and an unknown John S 
Bryson, 6 months. I was searching 
primarily for a wife for William but 
also wanted to know about the 
“Jennie”. I assumed she was married 
to one of the boys and the baby was 
hers. I pulled up the 1870 census for 
William Bryson and rather than look 
at the census record, I found the 
record I wanted among the listings 
when I searched, clicked on “view 
record” rather than “view image” 
and the detailed listing of the cen-
sus came up. On the right side of 
the census were several offerings of 
other records: 1850 census, 1850 
slave schedule, 1860 census, 1860 
slave schedule, 1920 census, Califor-
nia Birth, Marriage & Death Rec-

ords, a Newspaper Obituary, and sev-
eral other California records. Using 
these (and connecting records found) 
I filled out the family of Elizabeth La-
son Bryson, found marriages and 
graves for her, her sons, discovered 
that Jennie was Elizabeth Jane (had 
her as two different girls) and got a 
marriage record for William. SUC-
CESS!!! But one of the pitfalls is that 
sometimes the records offered have 
nothing to do with what you are look-
ing for. I have looked for marriages in 
Ohio and gotten the same name for a 
marriage in Wales. Sometimes the 
records are misread, and you don’t 
find anything. Useful tools, if you re-
member the errors that can creep in. 
Family Search, on the other hand, is 
free. It is not quite as user-friendly as 
Ancestry, though the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints is working 
very hard to make it so. I still have 
not achieved good success with cen-
sus records, but they shine at other 
original records. If you are looking for 
court records, newspapers, church 
records, marriages, deaths, births, 
deeds, wills – oh, do they shine!  For 
30 years I have found their catalog a 
mine of information. Now they have 
added ways to search within records 
which have not yet been catalogued 
(going to Records” from the “Search” 
on the home page, one can see the 
listing of records being added daily. 
There is a beta test for AI reading of 
handwriting. The results are some-
times a little spotty, but superb when 
you compare even a couple of years 
ago, slogging through the writing 
oneself. In addition to searching the 
catalog, go to “Records” mentioned 
above. My family is from Scioto Coun-
ty, Ohio, so I typed that in. Got 2,000 
results! Too many. On the left hand 
side is “Places Within Scioto County” 
and I clicked on Portsmouth, which 

took it down to one entry. Alterna-
tively, there are places to enter 
“Date” or “Life Event.” I want to 
mention two other very useful 
parts of Family Search – the Re-
search Wiki and the Family Search 
Labs (still being constructed). The 
Research Wiki allows one to access 
information on any part of the 
world and to access records, even 
in other databases. As an example, I 
have an ancestor who was born in 
Cork in 1833; the Research Wiki 
gives me a history of the area, con-
nections to Family Search church 
records and other records at other 
sites. I have my work cut out for me 
there! I have another connection in 
Greece, in the town of Nafpoleon. 
Turns out that is in the county of 
Argolis. My knowledge of Greece 
stops about AD 100 so the Wiki can 
really fill it out for me. There are 
connections to various municipali-
ties with the additional information 
that each municipality has collec-
tions of family records, connection 
to the Greek Archives, and more. 
Although many records in Europe 
have been destroyed by two World 
Wars plus many smaller ones, the 
Church has collected many of them. 
Another offering is the ability to 
search records using AI to read 
handwriting. At this time, it is strict-
ly experimental, in fact, the name is 
Experiment. You can access, howev-
er, wills or deeds in any county in 
America or marriage records in 
Mexico. The Church is adding so 
there may be more by the time you 
read this. Because it is AI some-
times the results can be interest-
ing” but you can find records in a 
short time which otherwise might 
take you hours if not days to wade 
through and pinpoint what you are 
looking for. - Carolyn Gibbons 
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https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/united-states/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.familysearch.org/en/labs/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/labs/
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Book reviews  
"Normal Family: On Truth, Love 
& How I met my 35 Siblings" by 
Chrysta Bilton. This memoir rep-
resents an anything but "normal" 
family. Chrysta's mother is gay, 
but she desperately wanted a 
child, which during the 1980's 
meant she had few options to 
her that is until she was in the 
beauty salon getting her hair 
done. She caught sight of a mag-
nificent looking man who she 
deemed would make a great 
sperm donor in the convention-
al way. He was good looking, 
athletic, smart and from a well to 
do family. Chrysta's memoir 
shares insights into the dynamics 
of her "family", the very real 
struggles of having a sometimes 
father who showed up for special 
appearances or when he needed 
money. Her own struggles with 
her eccentric mother and her 
coming to terms with being dif-
ferent. Chrysta's father realizes 
that he has all the right assets to 
be a great sperm donor, this be-
comes his source of income for 
his next fix. Eventually it is deter-
mined that there are DNA match-
es around the country that are 
linked to Chrysta's father. As 
Chrysta is confronted with this, 
she learns more about her father 
and her extended DNA fami-
ly. This is a heartfelt journey of a 
young woman who comes to 
terms with her "normal" family 
through all of its twists and 
turns. This book is available 
through the Timberland Library 
system.   

  
"Murder at Monticello, or Old 
Sins" by Rita Mae Brown 
This is a fun story that centers 
around a body found during an 
excavation dig at Monticel-
lo. The excavation dig takes 
place at the site of one of the 
slaves' cabins. The main char-
acters are the town folk, some 
of whom work at Monticello, 
descendants of the Jeffersons 
extended families, and locals 
who work in the town and vol-
unteer at Monticello. This is a 
light-hearted genealogical mys-
tery that involves some mis-
chievous pets of the town peo-
ple, a couple of cats and a dog 
who have their own adven-
tures through the story. For a 
light read, you can check out 
this book through the Timber-
land Library system. 
  
"DNA Never Lies: You Kept a 
Secret Sixty Years" by Sue 
George 
The first in the series of Karen 
Copperfield Genealogy Mystery 
novels, is a good read.  The 
primary character Barbara was 
an enthusiastic young artist 
from a small town who moved 
to the Bay Area where she at-
tends art school.  She ends up 
falling in love and marrying an 
art instructor and her life takes 
a turn after she gives birth to 
her son.  Many decades later 
and in another country, Barba-
ra and her children are given a 
DNA test by a younger family 

member as a gift at Christmas. 
Barbara tosses her DNA test away, 
hoping that this is all forgotten, 
hoping to leave the past in the 
past.  However, her children do 
take the tests and determine that 
something is amiss, the oldest 
daughter isn't a full sister and 
there are matches who they don't 
recognize.  Karen Copperfield, a 
genealogist, is hired to help sort 
out the results.  A well told story 
with the typical twists and turns.  I 
look forward to the next Karen 
Copperfield mystery, once it is 
published!  I have a copy of this 
book to loan out if you would like 
to borrow it, please feel free to 
contact me.   
  
"The Nowhere Child" by Christian 
White  I checked this book out of 
the library thinking that it sound-
ed like an interesting story.  As it 
turns out, I read this book earlier 
but forgot to make a notation of 
it.  Sounds like my genealogy re-
search, not keeping a research 
log!   Reading it a second time was 
worth it.  I enjoyed it both 
times.  The setting takes place in 
Kentucky with a missing 2 year old 
girl and how she is discovered 
across the world in Australia.  The 
mystery unfolds on who kid-
napped her after the family given 
her up for dead.  Enjoy the twists 
and turns as the mystery is re-
solved into who kidnapped her. 
 
- Kerry McHugh Upton 
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https://www.amazon.com/Normal-Family-Truth-Love-Siblings/dp/0316536539?crid=12B40C6UNFP2C&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.5G8e932vMxOnT62bQa3tx00EjrOK07GWEQqhM_WZth7GjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.Q5qVZzHc8m7_2ao_jGySXPqbuaIOikSr89shcCe0XG8&dib_tag=se&keywords=Normal+Family%3A+On+
https://www.amazon.com/Normal-Family-Truth-Love-Siblings/dp/0316536539?crid=12B40C6UNFP2C&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.5G8e932vMxOnT62bQa3tx00EjrOK07GWEQqhM_WZth7GjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.Q5qVZzHc8m7_2ao_jGySXPqbuaIOikSr89shcCe0XG8&dib_tag=se&keywords=Normal+Family%3A+On+
https://www.amazon.com/Murder-at-Monticello-Old-Sins/dp/0786203900
https://www.amazon.com/Murder-at-Monticello-Old-Sins/dp/0786203900
https://www.amazon.com/DNA-Never-Lies-Copperfield-Genealogy/dp/1739591003?crid=2GQNCIQXX45IQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Nvp3-Vi6uoRQSnBNClaXWg.F2MQNGuLDNbGytNTZfZ_ZpnMfiGRQdxVi3AEqacBw70&dib_tag=se&keywords=DNA+Never+Lies%3A+You+Kept+a+Secret+Sixty+Years&qid=1730523
https://www.amazon.com/DNA-Never-Lies-Copperfield-Genealogy/dp/1739591003?crid=2GQNCIQXX45IQ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Nvp3-Vi6uoRQSnBNClaXWg.F2MQNGuLDNbGytNTZfZ_ZpnMfiGRQdxVi3AEqacBw70&dib_tag=se&keywords=DNA+Never+Lies%3A+You+Kept+a+Secret+Sixty+Years&qid=1730523
https://www.amazon.com/NOWHERE-CHILD-WHITE-CHRISTIAN/dp/0008276560?crid=1DWVSOMBWYVC1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ukxBb1QtWcU-uPzrZFJ8dU2w_mrMfIt9SBpOrP0j1hLWJ1_i-8aomTFlZOTk1yLSf3h54JoAyKxQT-wR7Zp7mwyQ6uK_hpXSwH_1JFd3RPew44D_799d0MfriC_MRX4ICmAF4AYk57RYDngoowEpK60k8
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Sneak Peek 2025 OGS Seminar 

OGS is pleased to announce the 
2025 Virtual Seminar for Satur-
day, February 1, 2025. The title 
is “A.I. Made Easy: Boosting 
Your Genealogy Research with 
Technology”  by Blaine 
Bettinger, PhD, JD. We have all 
been using artificial intelligence 
(AI), without knowing it, for 
many years. Autocorrect fea-
tures (for spelling and 
grammar, for instance) have 
been a part of our lives for a 
very long time. The AI tools that 
have emerged in the last couple 
of years are different in nature. 
They are creative, or generative” 
in nature. When the 1950 US 
census became available in 
2022, both FamilySearch and 
Ancestry used handwriting 
recognition tools to transcribe 
the census in a matter of days.1 
It took 9 months for an army of 
humans to transcribe the 1940 
US census in 2012. The photo 
tools on MyHeritage to colorize, 
put your face on a variety of pe-
riod costumes, make your an-

cestor’s face move, etc. are all AI 
tools. Generative AI tools are 
being used more and more in 
genealogy. And the tools and 
applications are changing so 
quickly that Steve Little (the AI 
Program Director of the National 
Genealogical Society) was the 
first the webinar presenter for 
2024 on Legacy Family Tree 
Webinars and he will be the final 
presenter in 2024, so he can 
help us understand that changes 
that have occurred during those 
intervening 12 months. With any 
new tool, we need to learn how 
to use it properly and efficiently. 
That includes learning what that 
tool cannot or should not be 
used for. That is certainly true 
for AI. AI is not a new, magical 
research tool. It is a tool that 
uses Large Language models to 
help generate words, not facts 
or data. Please join us on Satur-
day, February 1, 2025 to learn 
how we can all learn how to use 
AI to help us with our genealogy. 
Our speaker, Blaine Bettinger, is 

well known to us from the 
OGS 2019 Seminar on DNA. If 
you were amongst the 125 
attendees, you probably re-
member what a great in-
structor he is! Registration 
will begin on Thursday, No-
vember 14, 2024. Watch for 
more details in the OGS 
Newsletter and Website. 
 
- Nancy Neville Cordell 
 
1. “Leveraging Artificial Intelligence 
Tools for Genealogical Research,” 
Assoc of Prof Genealogists Quart, 
Vol. 38(4) (Dec 2023). 

23 and Me 
 You may have heard that there 
are problems at 23andMe. The 
details aren't important, but they 
do leave us wondering what the 
long term impact will be for 
those of us who have tested 
there.  
Many folks are suggesting that 
everyone at least download their 
raw data. It is quite simple to do 
so. The instructions can be found 
at https://
customercare.23andme.com/hc/
en-us/articles/212196868-
Accessing-Your-Raw-Genetic-

Data .  
If you have ever used DNAGed-
com.com, you may also want to 
use that to download your list of 
matches and ICWs (in common 
with). If you are interested in 
using this tool, you will need to 
download version 4, even though 
it is currently in open beta. You 
do not need to have a subscrip-
tion to download using DNAGed-
com.com, but you do need to 
create a login.  
If you have any questions, please 
let me know. 

 
- Nancy Neville Cordell 

Photo: Blaine Bettinger 

https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/
https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/
https://familytreewebinars.com/
https://familytreewebinars.com/
olygensoc.org
https://customercare.23andme.com/hc/en-us/articles/212196868-Accessing-Your-Raw-Genetic-Data
https://customercare.23andme.com/hc/en-us/articles/212196868-Accessing-Your-Raw-Genetic-Data
https://customercare.23andme.com/hc/en-us/articles/212196868-Accessing-Your-Raw-Genetic-Data
https://customercare.23andme.com/hc/en-us/articles/212196868-Accessing-Your-Raw-Genetic-Data
https://customercare.23andme.com/hc/en-us/articles/212196868-Accessing-Your-Raw-Genetic-Data
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OGS Elected Officers 

President — Andy Carter 

Vice President — Terry Church 

Secretary — Carol Jenner 

Treasurer — Karin Coppernoll 

Past President—Kathy Erlandson 

Team Leads 

Book Management— Rebel Romero 

Membership — Bob Monn 

Newsletter — Peggy Cooley 

OGS Historian — Cindy Stalnaker 

Publicity — vacant 

Research — Jerri McCoy 

Spring Seminar — Nancy Cordell 

SIGs—Kerry McHugh-Upton 

Sunshine—Gayle Strom 

Technology—Joe Brookshier 

Oct presentation 

Have you considered becoming a contributor to Find 

A Grave? More than just burial records, Find A 

Grave includes biographical information, obituaries, 

family relationships, and photographs. The integra-

tion between Ancestry.com and Find A Grave will 

also be discussed, including tips on how you can use 

Ancestry to work around limitations in Find A 

Grave’s search engine. Karen will demonstrate the 

additional tools available to contributors, review the 

guidelines for managing and transferring memorials, 

and provide a short tutorial on how to use the Find 

A Grave mobile app. A recording of the Zoom 

meeting is now available for OGS members. Click on 

Community Events / Recordings* to view the re-

cording.  Corresponding handout is available.  Click 

on PublicationsFiles  / Downloadable Files / Program 

Material - OGS Only*.   Recording and handout will 

be available to OGS Members until 27 January 2025.  
Community Partners 

City of Lacey — Erin Quinn Valcho 

Timberland Library — Agatha Burstein 

Oct General Meeting Minutes  
Secretary Carol Jenner called 
the meeting to order at 7:00 
pm.  
Program: Cindy Stalnaker in-
troduced our speaker, Karen 
Wallace Steely, who presented 
"Find A Grave - A User's 
Guide." 
Business Meeting: Minutes for 
the September 2024 member-
ship meeting were approved 
as published in the OGS news-
letter. 
Program Team: Diana Barg-
man reported that the OGS 
Newsletter contains a  
complete listing of this year's 
programs. 
Seminar: Nancy Cordell an-
nounced that our February 

Seminar speaker will be Blaine  
Bettinger, who will present "AI 
Made Easy: Boosting Your Geneal-
ogy Research with Technology" on 
1 February. Registration will begin 
on 14 November. Recordings of 
the seminar presentations will be 
available for 30 days to seminar 
registrants. 
Special Interest Groups: Kerry 
Upton noted that all members 
can participate in the SIGs. Mem-
bers may also form a group 
around a topic — such as Find a 
Grave — that is not represented 
in the OGS offerings. SIG partici-
pation is a great way to get to 
know other members. 
Newsletter: Mandy Stahre re-
quested newsletter items by the 

15th or shortly after.  
The holidays are approaching, 
and the team is particularly in-
terested in recipes and family 
stories.  
Beginning Genealogy: Joe 
Brookshier announced that the 
Beginning Genealogy  
class, scheduled for 19 October, 
has 13 sign-ups. 
Technology: Joe noted that 
50th Anniversary videos are 
now available on the OGS  
website. 
Adjournment: Carol Jenner ad-
journed the meeting at 8:31 
pm. Thirty-seven members and 
guests were in attendance (27 
via Zoom and 10 in person). 


