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AM PST and the last session 
of the day begins at 6:15 
PM. Go to https://
www.familysearch.org/en/
blog/registration-open-
rootstech-2025 to register 
and find classes. On-
demand classes are availa-
ble now. 
 
- Peggy Cooley 

Roots Tech 2025 is the 
largest family history con-
ference held in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, from March 6-
8th this year. This multifac-
eted conference is open 
for registration; online 
attendance is free (!), paid 
in-person attendance is 
$129 for a 3-day pass. 

Online, there are over 200 
sessions  to choose from; if 
you are in-person, that is 
increased by more than 
250 exclusive sessions plus 
more than 120 exhibitors 
in the Expo Hall. You could 
meet the people behind all 
those apps, databases and 
products we genealogists 
love. I registered with my 
FamilySearch.org login and 
went to “The 2025 Sched-
ule”. Sessions begin at 7 
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U P C O M I N G  D A T E S  

• GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING: Thursday, Feb  

13th, 7-8:30pm 

• SIG MEETINGS - through-

out Feb  

• DEADLINE TO SUBMIT 

NEWSLETTER STORIES: 

Feb 20th 

• OGS Board Meeting Feb 

18th, 6:30-7:45pm 

 

Supporting family 

historians in the 

South Puget Sound 

since 1974 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

WEBSITE LINK: 

olygensoc.org 

FOLLOW US: 

Newsletter team: Peggy 
Cooley, Carolyn Gibbons, and 
Mandy Stahre 
Contact us: 
newsletter@olygensoc.org 

This newsletter is free to 

the community. 

RootsTech 2025 

February Presentation 
Digging into Finding Aids: The Road Map to 

Any Manuscript Collection  
Genealogists use all kinds of 
tools to help them with their 
genealogy research. One of 
the best tools to understand 
and use when working with 
Manuscript Collections is 
the Finding Aid. Archivists 
develop Finding Aids to help 
genealogists navigate 
through Manuscript Collec-
tions to find their ancestors. 
This presentation will help 
genealogists read, follow, 
and use a Finding Aid to find 

your ancestors in the rec-
ords. Melissa Barker is a 
Certified Archives Manager 
and Public Historian current-
ly working at the Houston 
County, Tennessee Archives 
& Museum. She is affection-
ally known as The Archive 
Lady to the genealogy com-
munity. She lectures, teach-
es, and writes about the 
genealogy research process, 
researching in archives and 
records preservation. She  Continued to page 2... 

Photo: Melissa Barker 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/registration-open-rootstech-2025
https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/registration-open-rootstech-2025
https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/registration-open-rootstech-2025
https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/registration-open-rootstech-2025
https://www.familysearch.org/en/united-states/
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
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https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
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https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/252254904837134/
https://twitter.com/OlyGenealogy
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mailto:newsletter@olygensoc.org
https://bsky.app/profile/olygensoc.bsky.social
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The Washington State Historical Soci-
ety is working on a project to address 
historic monuments the organization 
placed around the state in the early 
20th century. As part of the project, 
they are hosting “Community Conver-
sations” to engage the public in civic 
dialogue about how these monu-
ments portray the past, and how they 

can address the monuments to con-
vey a more holistic and accurate his-
torical narrative. 
 
Session 1: February 19, 2025. 6 – 8 
p.m. Washington State History Muse-
um in Tacoma. (RSVP). Focus on 
the Connell’s Prairie monument. 
 

Session 2: February 20, 2025. 6 – 8 
p.m. Abigail Stuart House in Olympia. 
(RSVP). Focus on the Simmons Par-
ty monument.  
 
Please RSVP using the links above or 
contact the Washington State Histori-
cal Society for more details.  

Historic monuments discussion invite 

  

February presentation continued... 

If the speaker is in-person 
(designated with a P) at our 
meeting place on Zoom (Z) which 
can be viewed at the church or 
from your home.  
 
February 13th (Z) - “Digging into 
Finding Aids:  The Roadmap to 
Any Manuscript  Collection”  with  

Melissa Barker. 

March 13th (Z) - “Was my Wil-

liam Smith in the Civil War?”  

with Brian Rhinehart. 

April 10th (Z) -  “Researching 

Your War of 1812 Ancestor”  with 

Craig R. Scott. 

May 8th (Z) -  “From Research to 

Draft:  Rapidly Writing Your An-

cestor's Story” with Devon Lee. 

June 12th (TBD) -  Family 

Search.org – Working with the 

Family Search Center and What it 

has to Offer” - John Anderson.  

conducts virtual 
presentations across 
the United States and 
other countries for vari-
ous genealogy groups 
and societies. She 
writes a popular blog 

entitled A Genealogist 
in the Archives and is a 
well-known published 
book reviewer. She has 
been a Professional Ge-
nealogist for the past 
21 years with expertise 

in Tennessee records. 
She has been research-
ing her own family his-
tory for the past 35 
years.  

OGS Program Year at-a-glance 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonhistory.org%2Facross-washington%2Fmonuments-project%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cce1185f9172c4c522f9008dd418c084a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638738791872588103%7CUnknown%
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3Dr5nFoiwDuUqxPukepzmCwxR63wVwWm1DguMr2L1QBo9UNlE4NjYyWDVNT1hGRTEwNVpWRk1MTVRUSi4u&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cce1185f9172c4c522f9008dd418c084a%7C84df9e7f
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonhistory.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F10%2FConnells-Prairie.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cce1185f9172c4c522f9008dd418c084a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C63873879187262
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3Dr5nFoiwDuUqxPukepzmCwxR63wVwWm1DguMr2L1QBo9URVlFOTVFQ1pTT1FKT0RLUFhDM1JFM01YVS4u&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cce1185f9172c4c522f9008dd418c084a%7C84df9e7f
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonhistory.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F10%2FSimmons-Party.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cce1185f9172c4c522f9008dd418c084a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C63873879187264782
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonhistory.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F10%2FSimmons-Party.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cce1185f9172c4c522f9008dd418c084a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C63873879187264782
https://www.washingtonhistory.org/
https://www.washingtonhistory.org/
http://agenealogistinthearchives.blogspot.com/
http://agenealogistinthearchives.blogspot.com/
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 Obituary 

Robert Timothy McCoy, age 
79, of Olympia, passed away 
at his home on December 31, 
2024, surrounded by his lov-
ing family.  
 
For many years, Bob was the 
independent auditor of the 
books for OGS, and important 
part of our Non-profit status. 
 
Bob was born October 16, 
1945, in Twin Falls, Idaho, the 
son of Madison Monroe and 
Wynema Jean (Duncan) 
McCoy. He grew up in San Di-
ego, California. Bob graduat-
ed from Hoover High School 
in San Diego in 1963, then 
went on to Sacramento State 
College, earning a Bachelor's 

Degree in Environmental Sci-
ences. Bob married Geraldine 
"Jerri" Thorpe on August 26, 
1967, at San Diego, California. 
Bob and Jerri were married 
for 57 years, and have two 
sons, Jon and Brian. Bob 
worked as a State Park Ranger 

for the State of Washington 
for 12 years at Ginkgo Petri-

fied Forest, Lake Easton, Illa-
hee, Wanapum, and Sun 
Lakes State Parks. He then 
moved into the Olympia 
headquarters of Washington 
State Parks and worked for 11 
years as an Office Manager 
and Internal Auditor. He then 
switched to the Washington 
State Patrol Internal Affairs  
department and worked for 
two years as an Inspector and 
Internal Auditor. Remaining 
to cherish Bob's memory are 
his wife, Jerri; sons Jon 
(Carla), of Oak Harbor, and 
Brian, of Olympia; and his sis-
ter, Barbara Moore, of San 
Diego.  
 

 

Have you missed a general meeting? Members 
can view recordings at our web-

site. olygensoc.org> Sign In> Community 
Events> Recordings" 

http://olygensoc.org/
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Tumwater Timberland Library Refresh 
Tumwater Timberland Li-

brary is open with limited 

service including returns, 

holds pickup, small browsing 

collection, internet comput-

ers, printing through June. 

The library will be closed for 

President’s Day from Febru-

ary 16 and 17th and outdoor 

bookdrops will be closed. 

Storytimes will be held at the 

Service Center at 415 Tum-

water Blvd. The library plans 

to re-open with full service in 

June, but no exact date is 

known at this time. Please 

visit the Timberland Library 

website for updates.  

 

Book review 

Continuing along to the third 
book in the Maze Investigations 
series by  M.K. Jones, "The Julia 
Legacy", Zelah, the lead genealo-
gist in the Maze Investiga-
tive team receives an unex-
pected set of rings. She received 
them from her arch neme-
sis from the home that she grew 
up in as a foster child. This mys-
tery digs into her past, revealing 
how she got her name and what 
happened to her mother and her 
best childhood friend. The Maze 
Investigations team takes a 

month in Cornwall to relax and 
learn more about Zelah's past, 
hoping to solve the mystery of 
the 3 rings and items she inherit-
ed. This was a well written mys-
tery with lots of historical de-
tail. You can find this book at 
book sellers as well as digitally. 
 
- Kerri Upton 

 

1
st 

6:00-8:00 

https://trl.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Julia-Legacy-Maze-Investigations-Detectives/dp/173922843X/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.fhRx2Ygb589WCrcHpmd-8UKmld8V_N3FpG3SNu7CULeC1klf8mjWpZ7UX7WjjM5C9hX_h4f22erxV3v1OG0frR8C6CEwcPUWaa0rqh_sdcJAnxfSmH0GQ2wNsv0PIGTG83_W42SDPZLw8vLwKXZ
https://www.amazon.com/Julia-Legacy-Maze-Investigations-Detectives/dp/173922843X/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.fhRx2Ygb589WCrcHpmd-8UKmld8V_N3FpG3SNu7CULeC1klf8mjWpZ7UX7WjjM5C9hX_h4f22erxV3v1OG0frR8C6CEwcPUWaa0rqh_sdcJAnxfSmH0GQ2wNsv0PIGTG83_W42SDPZLw8vLwKXZ
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Mom, I Want To Hear Your Story 

I received a wonderful Christ-

mas present last December. My 

daughter gave me a book called, 

“Mom, I Want To Hear Your Story: 

: A Mother’s Guided Journal to 

Share her Life and Love”  by 

Jeffrey Ma-

son. It has 99 

pages of 

questions 

and spaces 

for you to 

enter an-

swers. Some 

of the ques-

tions are 

basic infor-

mation such as “What was your 

name when you were born?”  

“What is your birthdate?” Others 

may just ask for information, but if 

you allow them to guide you, you 

can fill in memories and stories. 

Others are really open-ended such 

as, under the title “Your Siblings” 

there are a couple of pages just 

titled “Memories” and lots of 

lines. 

Because I have difficulty keep-

ing things short, I am entering 

mine on my desktop and then will 

print it out and put it in a binder. I 

remind myself of Winston Church-

ill (at least in this one thing). Once 

he was asked to give a speech, and 

a price was settled upon. When he 

came to give it, he said he was sor-

ry, but it was an hour long because 

he didn’t have time to make it a 

half hour as he was asked. This col-

umn was originally supposed to be 

just a couple of paragraphs. You can 

see how I expanded it. 

Back to the Story. One of the 

questions was “What song was on 

the top of the Billboard charts?” 

talking about the year I was born.  I 

looked it up – throughout the year, 

“String of Pearls,” “Moonlight Cock-

tail,” “Chattanooga Choo-Choo,” 

and “I’ve Got a Gal in Kalamazoo” 

by Glenn Miller; Woody Herman 

and “Blues in the Night;” Jimmy 

Dorsey and “Tangerine” (which I 

had never heard though I have 

been a Dorsey fan for a long time), 

Bing Crosby’s “White Christmas” 

and just before that, for my week of 

birth was “I’ve Got Spurs That Jingle 

Jangle Jingle.” Brought back a lot of 

memories. I wrote a full page on 

those songs. 

There are several others of 

these books. Since I received it, I 

have been talking about it and 

showing it to people. Several have 

told me that they had seen one like 

it, their aunt or mother or mother-

in-law or sister or someone else 

had one and was working on it. 

I think this is a fantastic thing to 

do for your children or other family. 

This reminds you of little stories 

that you might never think to tell 

them. These stories should not be 

lost. I urge all of you to get some-

thing like this and work on it.  

Some of it might be difficult, but 

well worth your time. 

I was just talking to my 

cousin’s daughter last night. Her 

mother and I were emotionally 

inseparable although most of the 

time I lived on one coast and she 

on another. I knew more memo-

ries about my cousin than her 

daughter did. When she passed 

away a little over a year ago, I 

wrote up a little sheet of my 

memories, and both her daughter 

and her son told me that they 

were so glad to get to know a 

little more about their mother; 

she had never talked about her 

childhood at all. 

Until next month, enjoy your 

life, your memories, your family. 

 
- Carolyn Gibbons 
 
 

Genealogy 101 

Carolyn is looking for topics 
to research and present for 
future Genealogy 101 arti-
cles. Is there a particular 
search topic or brickwall you 
would like some advice 
about? Please send your ide-
as to  
newsletter@olygensoc.org . 

https://www.amazon.com/Mom-Want-Hear-Your-Story/dp/1081439793/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2Y2YTSQ7BE8ML&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.7veQRRn8Mt052AoMIx-Z4CBUpSKp3wxI5z7Olu1E5DlIc3yJx2JGuSNf2_6R3lsLj7HUm-jWZvgI0TvX8bNNmtgLfx-9VAcOsYyNhuDD-aTbBgTelm9t3Lz3incw_hq2DFAf-xS9RU1SAhMd3nt
https://www.amazon.com/Mom-Want-Hear-Your-Story/dp/1081439793/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2Y2YTSQ7BE8ML&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.7veQRRn8Mt052AoMIx-Z4CBUpSKp3wxI5z7Olu1E5DlIc3yJx2JGuSNf2_6R3lsLj7HUm-jWZvgI0TvX8bNNmtgLfx-9VAcOsYyNhuDD-aTbBgTelm9t3Lz3incw_hq2DFAf-xS9RU1SAhMd3nt
https://www.amazon.com/Mom-Want-Hear-Your-Story/dp/1081439793/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2Y2YTSQ7BE8ML&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.7veQRRn8Mt052AoMIx-Z4CBUpSKp3wxI5z7Olu1E5DlIc3yJx2JGuSNf2_6R3lsLj7HUm-jWZvgI0TvX8bNNmtgLfx-9VAcOsYyNhuDD-aTbBgTelm9t3Lz3incw_hq2DFAf-xS9RU1SAhMd3nt
mailto:newsletter@olygensoc.org
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Who Were the Hohnerleins? Part 3  
(See Part 2 in the December 2024 Newsletter) 

Census Records and Vital Rec-
ords 

The immigration records have 
connected five Hohnerlein 
siblings. Census records offer 
additional support for the re-
lationships. For example, in 
1920, Martin and Sophie Hoh-
nerlein were enumerated in 
the household of Carrie and 
Charles Fisher in Millen, Jen-
kins County, Georgia. All four 
adults worked as bakers.  

Sophie Hohnerlein never mar-
ried. Her death certificate con-
firms her burial in Bonaven-
ture cemetery, and the birth 
and death dates on the certifi-
cate are identical to those on 
the marker in the Keilbach 
family plot. The informant on 
Sophie's death certificate was 
Helen Hoster [sic]. A bit of re-
search identifies Helen as a 
sixth potential Hohnerlein sib-
ling. Helena Hohnerlein and 
Henry Hosti were married in 
Savannah on 24 November 
1907. Henry's petition for nat-
uralization named his wife He-

lene Hohenstein [sic] Hosti, 
born in Berlinchingen [sic], 
Germany. Despite the 
spelling differences, Helene 
appears to be another mem-
ber of the Hohnerlein family. 

Martin Hohnerlein married 
Leila Connell in Suwannee 
County, Florida, on 26 May 
1920. In 1930, Martin, Leila, 
and their two children lived 
in Metter, Candler County, 
Georgia, where Martin 
worked as a baker. 

In 1940, Helene and Henry 
Hosti, Martin Hohnerlein, 
Charles Fischer and their 
families shared a household 
in Savannah. Martin's wife, 
Leila, was a patient at 
Milledgeville State Hospital.  

Leila died on 1 June 1978. 
She is buried next to Martin 
in Bonaventure Cemetery. 

Berlichingen Church Family 
Register 

From the U.S.-based records, 
we have determined that 

Hohnerlein family members 
buried in the Keilbach plot in 
Bonaventure Cemetery are 
part of a larger group of sib-
lings that emigrated from 
Berlichingen, Württemberg, 
to the Savannah, Georgia, 
area. They are the children 
of Helene's daughter Anna 
and her husband Martin 
Hohnerlein and the grand-
children of Franz Joseph 
Keilbach's sister Helene 
(Keilbach) Röser. 

Church records from Berlich-
ingen contain family regis-
ters compiled from birth, 
marriage, and death records. 
Each page in a family regis-
ter centers on a married 
couple and shows their 
birthdates, marriage date, 
and names of their parents 
and children. Records for 
children include birthdate, 
confirmation date, and 
death date if the child died 
young.  

Continued to Page 7... 
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Who were the Hohnerleins? continued 

Franz Joseph Keilbach appears as a 
child of Joseph Sebastian and Kari-
thas (Pfahl) Keilbach in the church 
book from Sankt Sebastian Kirche in 
Berlichingen. In addition to the en-
try for Franz Joseph Keilbach, 
Anna's husband, the entries include 
Maria Josepha (Josephine Blum in 
Anna's will) and Maria Helene 
(Helen Röser in Anna's will). 

The register for Franz's sister Maria 
Josepha and her second husband, 
Georg Peter Blum, shows a child, 
Maria Katherina, born 8 August 
1863, who might be the cousin Kati 
Blum identified by Heinrich, Anna, 
and Martin Hohnerlein as their U.S. 
relative on the ship manifest. 

The Martin and Anna (Röser) Hoh-
nerlein register lists 10 children, 
including Helene, for whom we did 
not locate a passenger list record. 

Conclusion 

Sophia, Henry, Martin and Leila 
Hohnerlein share the Keilbach buri-
al plot in Bonaventure Cemetery 
with their great uncle, Franz Joseph 
Keilbach and his wife, Anna. The 
Hohnerleins are part of a large fam-
ily of Württemberg immigrants with 
ties to Savannah, Georgia. 

Endnotes 
. Chatham County, Court of Ordi-

nary, Wills S:415-20, Anna Martha 

Keilbach, 1906; FamilySearch, Im-

age Group Number (IGN) 

005760084, images 242-245. 

. “New York, U.S., Arriving Passen-

ger and Crew Lists (including Castle 

Garden and Ellis Island), 1820-

1957,” Rhein, 19 Oct 1905; Ancestry 

(https://www.ancestry.com/

search/collections/7488/).  

. The Meyer’s Gazetteer (https://

www.meyersgaz.org/

place/10147051) entry for Berliching-

en shows that it had a population of 

958 in 1910. There was one Catholic 

parish church and one Synagogue. 

. “Savannah, Georgia Vital Records, 

1803-1966,” Charlie Fisher and Clari-

ne Hohnelein, Marriage 1907; Ances-

try (https://www.ancestry.com/

search/collections/2209). 

. “New York, U.S., Arriving Passenger 

and Crew Lists (including Castle Gar-

den and Ellis Island), 1820-1957,” 

Vaderland, 21 June 1909; op. cit. 

. “New York, U.S., Arriving Passenger 

and Crew Lists (including Castle Gar-

den and Ellis Island), 1820-1957,” 

Finland, 30 April 1912; op. cit. 

. 1920 U.S. Census, Jenkins County, 

Georgia, Enumeration District (ED) 

117, sheet 2A, dwelling 30, family 32, 

Charles Fisher household; Ancestry 

(https://www.ancestry.com/

imageviewer/collections/6061). 

. Georgia, Certificate of Death, Chat-

ham County No. 1106, Miss Sophie 

Hohnerlein, 8 Sep 1933; Ancestry 

(https://www.ancestry.com/

imageviewer/collections/2562/

images/004557393_00300).  

. “Savannah, Georgia Vital Records, 

1803-1966,” Henry Hasty and Helena 

Hohnerlin, Marriage 1907; Ancestry, 

op. cit. 

. “Georgia, U.S., Naturalization Rec-

ords, 1794—1993,” Henry Hosti, 

Southern District of Georgia, 1915. 

Ancestry (https://

www.ancestry.com/search/

collections/2500). 

. Suwannee County, Florida, Marriag-

es 5:375, Martin Hohnerlin and Leila 

Connell; FamilySearch IGN 

007245560, image 233. 

. 1930 U.S. Census, Candler County, 

Georgia, ED 22-1, sheets 8A and 

8B, dwelling 175, family 200, Mar-

tin Hohnerlian household; Ancestry 

(https://www.ancestry.com/

imageviewer/collections/6224).  

. 1940 U.S. Census, Chatham Coun-

ty, Georgia, ED 25-56, sheet 3A, 

household 66, Henry and Helene 

Hosti household; Ancestry (https://

www.ancestry.com/search/

collections/2442).  In 1940 and 

1950, Leila was a patient at 

Milledgeville State Hospital. See 

1940 U.S. Census, Baldwin County, 

Georgia, ED 5-12, sheet 2B, Lelia C 

Hohnerlein; Ancestry, op.cit. Also, 

see 1950 U.S. Census, Baldwin 

County, Georgia, ED 5-19, Sheet 

65C, Lela Hohnerlien; Ancestry 

(https://www.ancestry.com/

imageviewer/collections/62308). 

. 1940 U.S. Census, Baldwin County, 
Georgia, ED 5-12, sheet 2B, Lelia C 
Hohnerlein; Ancestry, op.cit. 

. “Savannah, Georgia, U.S., Ceme-

tery Burial Lot Cards, 1807-1995,” 

Bonaventure Cemetery, Lela Hoh-

nerlein, 1978; Ancestry (https://

www.ancestry.com/search/

collections/9024). 

. Sankt Sebastian Kirche 

(Berlichingen, Künzelsau, Württem-

berg), Familienregister; Fami-

lySearch IGN 008177701, image 79. 

. Ibid., image 34 

. Ibid, image 468 
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OGS Elected Officers 

President — Andy Carter 

Vice President — Terry Church 

Secretary — Carol Jenner 

Treasurer — Karin Coppernoll 

Past President—Kathy Erlandson 

Team Leads 

Book Management— Rebel Romero 

Membership — Bob Monn 

Newsletter — Peggy Cooley 

OGS Historian — Cindy Stalnaker 

Publicity — vacant 

Research — Jerri McCoy 

Spring Seminar — Nancy Cordell 

SIGs—Kerry McHugh-Upton 

Sunshine—Gayle Strom 

Technology—Joe Brookshier 

Community Partners 
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Membership Meeting Minutes 

9 January 2025 Hybrid 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

 
President Andy Carter called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

Business Meeting: 

Special Interest Groups: Kerry Upton invited members to participate in OGS Special Interest Groups. Information is 

on the website. 

Treasurer: Karin Coppernoll reported a balance of $21,476.04 —$1,752.39 in checking, $10,170.06 in savings, 

$4,293.68 in a CD, and $5,259.91 in PayPal. 

Program Committee: Diana Bargmann noted that future speakers are listed on the OGS website, along with an indi-

cation if they will be presenting in-person or via Zoom. The remaining speakers for this program year will present 

on Zoom. 

Program: Diana introduced OGS members Nancy Cordell and Steven Morrison, who presented "Finding a Professional Gene-

alogist."  

Adjournment: President Andy Carter adjourned the meeting at 8:40 pm. 

Thirty-five members and guests attended (26 via Zoom and 9 in person). 

January General Membership Meeting 

OGS welcomed local genealogists and past OGS presi-

dents Nancy Neville Cordell and Steven Waltz Morri-

son to our January meeting to present "Finding a Pro-

fessional Genealogist". Those of us searching our own 

family history love the hunt. But we have all come to 

points in our research when we are stuck. We can’t 

seem to find what we are looking for, for a variety of 

reasons. It is time to hire a professional! But how do 

you find a reputable professional genealogist? Nancy 

showed us how to figure out when hiring a profession-

al is in your best interest and how to find a reputable 

professional genealogist. Steven provided a case study 

from his recent experience hiring professionals in Eng-

land to find and transcribe documents from the 1500-

1600s. 


