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One AI tool you can 
use right now is 
the FamilySearch full-text 
search. This game-changing 
tool allows you to search 
the text of records, wheth-
er they have been indexed 
or not. I’ve personally used 
it to uncover valuable infor-
mation about my ances-
tors— information that 
would otherwise have tak-
en hours (or even days!) to 
- Continued to Page 2... 

Get ready for an exciting 
opportunity to dive into 
the world of artificial intel-
ligence (AI) and discover 
how it can revolutionize 
your genealogical re-
search! On February 1, 
we’ll be treated to a spe-
cial event that will expand 
our understanding of the 
powerful AI tools available 
to enhance our family his-
tory work— and recordings 
will be available for a 

whole month afterward, so 
you won’t miss a thing. 
The incredible Blaine Bet-
tinger, a master at simplify-
ing even the most complex 
topics, will guide us 
through four fascinating AI 
topics designed specifically 
for beginners. These 
presentations are perfect 
for genealogists of all lev-
els — so yes, that in-
cludes you! 
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U P C O M I N G  D A T E S  

• GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING: Thursday, Jan  

9th, 7-8:30pm 

• SIG MEETINGS - through-

out Jan  

• DEADLINE TO SUBMIT 

NEWSLETTER STORIES: 

Jan 20th 

• OGS Board Meeting Jan 

21st, 6:30-7:45pm 

 

Supporting family 

historians in the 

South Puget Sound 

since 1974 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

WEBSITE LINK: 

olygensoc.org 

FOLLOW US: 

Newsletter team: Peggy 
Cooley, Carolyn Gibbons, and 
Mandy Stahre 
Contact us: 
newsletter@olygensoc.org 

This newsletter is free to 

the community. 

Get Up to Speed with AI with OGS on 
February 1 (register today!) 

January Presentation 
Finding a Professional Genealogist 

Those of us searching our 
own family history love the 
hunt. But we have all come 
to points in our research 
when we are stuck. We 
can’t seem to find what we 
are looking for. We get stuck 
for a variety of reasons:  
We are unfamiliar with the 
time period or place our 
ancestors lived. 
The records are not availa-
ble online and we need rec-
ords from a place that we 
personally visit (for whatev-

er reason-too expensive or 
are no longer physically able 
to travel). 
We don’t have the expertise 
to do particular sorts of re-
search (like DNA analysis). 
It is time to hire a profes-
sional! But how do you find 
a reputable professional 
genealogist? Nancy will help 
you figure out when hiring a 
professional is in your best 
interest and how to find a 
reputable professional ge-
nealogist. 

This will be a hybrid 
meeting: in person at West-
minster Presbyterian 
Church or on Zoom.  

Photo: Nancy Cordell 

https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://olygensoc.org/eventListings.php?nm=34#er665
https://www.facebook.com/groups/252254904837134/
https://twitter.com/OlyGenealogy
https://olygensoc.org/index.php
mailto:newsletter@olygensoc.org
https://bsky.app/profile/olygensoc.bsky.social
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Olympia Genealogical Society is 
now a member charity of the Wash-
ington State Combined Fund Drive 
(CFD), a workplace giving program 
that allows Washington State employ-
ees and retirees to donate to charities 
of their choice. Current state employ-
ees can specify Charity Code 2006621 
to give to OGS. Retirees needing to 

establish an account should contact 
cfd@sos.wa.gov.  For more infor-
mation about CFD and to search for 
active charities, see the CFD website 
at 
https://give.wa.gov/.  
Big thanks to Treasurer Karin Cop-
pernoll for registering our organiza-
tion with the Secretary of 

State’s office and serving as CFD con-
tact. 
 
-  Carol Jenner 

Attention state employees and retirees (and OGS!) 

 January presentation continued... 

Nancy Neville Cordell, Ph.D. is a 
professional genealogist and 
anthropologist who earned a 
Certificate in Genealogical Re-
search from Boston University. 
She earned a Ph.D. in Anthropol-
ogy, specializing in biological 
anthropology, in 1991 at the 

University of Washington, Se-
attle. She taught Biological An-
thropology to undergraduates 
for 30 years. Always interested 
in digging up her own family his-
tory, Dr. Cordell has researched 
her own ancestry and that of 
others for over 15 years. Nancy 

is the owner of Diggin’ Our Past. 
She specializes in DNA analysis 
and African American research. 
She is currently the president of 
the Puget Sound Chapter of Pro-
fessional Genealogists.  

Get up to speed with AI continued…... 

find by manually scanning pages. 
It’s like finding not just a needle 
in a haystack but the entire hay-

stack itself! Don’t take my word 
for it—try it out yourself by visit-
ing FamilySearch Labs. 

Learn more about how AI can be 
our genealogical assistant at our 
February 1 Seminar (see page 7 

of this newsletter). See you 
there!  

- Carol Jenner 

Go to olygensoc.org and register. 
If you are an OGS member, log 
into your account and click 
“Community Events” and click 
on “2025 Seminar”. Enter your 

name and 
email address 
and select 
“Pay Now”.  

 

mailto:cfd@sos.wa.gov
mailto:https://give.wa.gov/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/labs/
https://olygensoc.org/cpage.php?pt=62
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OGS Program Year at-a-glance 

If the speaker is in-person 
(designated with a P) at our 
meeting place on Zoom (Z) 
which can be viewed at the 
church or from your home.  
 
January 9th (P) - “Finding a 
Professional Genealogist” 
with Nancy Cordell. 

February 13th (Z) - “Digging 
into Finding Aids:  The 

Roadmap to Any Manuscript  
Collection”  with  Melissa 
Barker. 

March 13th (Z) - “Was my 

William Smith in the Civil 

War?”  with Brian Rhinehart. 

April 10th (Z) -  “Researching 

Your War of 1812 Ancestor”  

with Craig R. Scott. 

May 8th (Z) -  “From Re-

search to Draft:  Rapidly 

Writing Your Ancestor's Sto-

ry” with Devon Lee. 

June 12th (TBD) -  Family 

Search.org – Working with 

the Family Search Center and 

What it has to Offer” - John 

Anderson.  

 OGS News 

A big thank you to all who 
helped with the recent OGS Holi-
day Party. I think everyone at 
some time popped their head 
into the kitchen there to ask if 
they could help. A special thanks 
to those who came early to set 
up tables, chairs and food - Terry 
Church, Andy Carter, Greg Barg-
mann, Peggy Cooley - and to 
Kerry Upton and Sue McDonald -
  with a special thank you to Lau-
rie Ducatt. Peggy Cooley created 
all the lovely and clever center-
pieces on our tables. Thanks to 
everyone who helped with 
cleanup as well. To all, I hope 
you had happy holidays and will 
continue to experience good 
health and happiness in the New 
Year! 

- Your OGS Programs Team 
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Family Tree Maker SIG Changes 
FTM SIG is moving to the 
First Tuesday of each month 
starting in February 2025. 
It will be meeting from 6:00 
pm to 8:00pm. 
This change should make the 
meeting available to more of 
those that are working. 

The format will be the same, 
what you the attendees want 
to hear about. 
I always try to have a couple 
of subjects to fill in the time. 
I try to have the meeting 
open 15 minutes before the 
starting time. 

It will continue to be a 
ZOOM meeting and NOT a 
Google Meet. 
See the link on the OGS SIG 

listing on the OGS web page. 

- David Abernathy 

 

2025 OGS Virtual Seminar 
We are thrilled to announce our 

annual seminar on February 1, 

2025, featuring the renowned 

genealogist and speaker, Blaine 

Bettinger. This year, our topic is “AI 

Made Easy: Boosting Your 

Genealogy Research with Technolo-

gy”, a timely and fascinating subject 

that is reshaping how we 

research our family histories. 

As AI technologies continue to ad-

vance, they offer incredible new 

tools for genealogists of all 

skill levels. Blaine will guide us 

through the ways AI can enhance 

our research processes, from 

analyzing historical records to 

breaking through brick walls in our 

family trees. 

What You Can Expect: 

- Insights from an Expert: Blaine, 

known for his expertise in genetic 

genealogy, will share practical strat-

egies for incorporating AI into your 

genealogy research. 

- Interactive Q&A: Engage with 

Blaine as he addresses your ques-

tions and shares real-world applica-

tions of AI in uncovering your family 

history. 

Registration is OPEN! 

Don’t miss this chance to explore 

the intersection of technology and 

genealogy. Registration opens on 

November 14 at olygenesoc.org. 

Payment will be accepted via Pay-

Pal, ensuring a quick and easy regis-

tration process. The seminar is vir-

tual once again and it will be rec-

orded. Recordings will be available 

to registered participants through 

Sunday, March 2, 2025. We look 

forward to seeing you there! 

- Nancy Neville Cordell, Seminar 

Coordinator 

 

1
st 

6:00-8:00 

https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/13-2/biographical-material/
https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/13-2/biographical-material/
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AI (Artificial Intelligence) IS THE 
NEW “IN” THING IN GENEALO-
GY!!   
I have to say, as an 82-year old 
genealogist, I am not as familiar 
with it as I want to be, but as a 
lover of Sci-Fi I know more than I 
might and look forward to learn-
ing more and using it more. 
Family Search has a Beta tool us-
ing AI to read handwriting, in-
cluding 1800s handwriting.  I find 
it incredible, exotic and startling. 
I have spent 30 or more years 
learning to read documents from 
the late 1700s through the late 
1900s; I am amazed at what can 
be done. 
It is still in the testing stage, so 
there are blips when what you 
see is definitely NOT what was 
meant, but all in all, it is incredi-
ble. There is a learning curve – I 
am still trying to climb the moun-
tain – but even so, there is a vast 
amount of information which 
can be found. 
To try it for yourself, sign into 
www.familysearch.org – if you 
don’t have an account, it is free 
to get one. Then scroll down the 

home page and look on the right 
hand side near the bottom. You 
will see a box labeled Family 
Search Labs with a cute little pic-
ture and below the picture, a 
small box which says, “View Ex-
periments.” Click on that and a 
new page will open with six differ-
ent “experiments.” I cannot tell 
you about some because I have 
not yet explored them, but the 
center one on the top line is 
“Expand your search with Full 
Text.” Click on Go To Experiment. 
(There is a place to turn it off; I 
cannot imagine anyone wanting 
to do that!)  Again, a new page 

opens with a Search Box and a list 
of helps. Once you do a search, 
there are more helps, such as 
searching in a specific county or 
date. Experiment (as it says) and 
see what you can find! 
Take me and my family for in-
stance. I put in only “Dryden” for 
the name and “South Dakota, 
USA” for the place and got 1,527 
hits.  The first item was the School 
Census for my grandmother’s 
brothers and sisters, taken in May 
1908. Clicking on the link, I 

opened up the page (with the 
film below it so you can scroll 
through the film if you need to) 
and on the right hand side is 
“Full Transcript” which I have to 
say is sometimes awful. Still, it is 
a lot better than you might think 
and maybe better than you 
could do. 
I do not know what all they have 
included now. Originally, it was 
only US deeds and wills. They 
have added more since then and 
are continually adding more and 
more.  Many if not all of the doc-
umenta are not yet indexed or 
even in the catalogue. Scrolling 
through my South Dakota results 
on the first page I saw, in addi-
tion to the School Records, Nat-
uralization papers, Obituaries 
and Teacher Lists; this was just 
Page 1!! (Note: Ship manifests, 
immigration records, and court 
documents are also available 
depending on location) 
I cannot emphasize enough how 
important and amazing this is. 
Try it, you’ll like it. 
- Carolyn Gibbons 
 
 

Genealogy 101 

Carolyn is looking for topics 
to research and present for 
future Genealogy 101 arti-
cles. Is there a particular 
search topic or brickwall you 
would like some advice 
about? Please send your ide-
as to  
newsletter@olygensoc.org . 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/home/portal/
http://www.familysearch.org
mailto:newsletter@olygensoc.org
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Who Were the Hohnerleins? Part 2 (See Part 1 in the June 2024 Newsletter) 

In the June OGS Newsletter, I 
described our visit to the 
gravesite of my great-
grandmother's sister in the 
Bonaventure Cemetery, Sa-
vannah, Chatham County, 
Georgia. Anna Martha 
(Schimmelpfennig) and Franz 
Joseph Keilbach are buried in 
a large family plot. We were 
surprised to find additional 
grave markers in the Keilbach 
plot, all with the surname 
"Hohnerlein" — Sophie (1879
–1933), Henry (1877–1909), 
Martin (1892–1955), and Leila 
(1906-1978).  

Various records establish the 
relationship between the Hoh-
nerlein and Keilbach families. 

Anna Keilbach's Will  

Anna Keilbach's will — a gene-
alogist's dream — contains 
specific information about her 
husband's family from his ear-
lier marriage. Included in her 
will are references to: 

• Anna [Hohnerlein], daugh-
ter of Helena [Röser], de-
ceased sister of Anna's hus-
band Franz 

unnamed six children of 
Franz's sister, Josephine 
Blum 

These references suggest 
that the Savannah Hoh-
nerleins are descendants of 
Anna Keilbach's husband's 
family, specifically descend-
ants of his niece Anna 
(Röser) Hohnerlein. 

Hohnerleins in Ship Mani-
fests 

The earliest Hohnerlein im-
migrant was Karoline, who 
arrived in New York on 19 
October 1905, seven months 
after the death of Franz 
Keilbach. Her last permanent 
residence was Berlichingen,  
Württemberg. She listed Sa-
vannah, Georgia, as her des-
tination and her aunt, Mrs. 
Anna Keilbach of Savannah, 
Georgia, as her nearest rela-
tive in the U.S. Karoline, 
known as "Carrie," married 
Charles Fischer in Savannah 
in 1907. 

Heinrich (age 32), Martin 
(age 18), and Anna (age 16) 

Hohnerlein arrived on 21 
June 1909. The ship's mani-
fest identifies them as chil-
dren of Martin Hohnerlein of 
Berlichingen. A cousin, Kati 
Blum of Brooklyn, was their 
U.S. contact. Kati's exact 
placement in the family tree 
is unclear, but she is likely 
the child of Franz Keilbach's 
sister, Josephine (Keilbach) 
Blum. Birthdates calculated 
from the manifest entries 
suggest that Heinrich 
(Henry) and Martin are two 
of the Hohnerlein family 
members buried in the 
Keilbach plot. 

Sophie (age 33) and Josef 
(age 26) arrived on 30 April 
1912. Notation on the ship 
manifest identifies them as 
siblings, children of Martin 
Hohnerlein of Berlichingen. 
Their destination contact is 
Charles Fisher, Millen, Geor-
gia, a baker. 

Stay tuned for Part 3 in Feb-
ruary newsletter.  

- Carol Jenner 

https://olygensoc.org/upload/newsletters/Jun2024Nwsletter.pdf
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Sneak Peek 2025 OGS Seminar 

OGS is pleased to announce the 
2025 Virtual Seminar for Satur-
day, February 1, 2025. The title 
is “A.I. Made Easy: Boosting 
Your Genealogy Research with 
Technology”  by Blaine 
Bettinger, PhD, JD. We have all 
been using artificial intelligence 
(AI), without knowing it, for 
many years. Autocorrect fea-
tures (for spelling and 
grammar, for instance) have 
been a part of our lives for a 
very long time. The AI tools that 
have emerged in the last couple 
of years are different in nature. 
They are creative, or generative” 
in nature. When the 1950 US 
census became available in 
2022, both FamilySearch and 
Ancestry used handwriting 
recognition tools to transcribe 
the census in a matter of days.1 
It took 9 months for an army of 
humans to transcribe the 1940 
US census in 2012. The photo 
tools on MyHeritage to colorize, 
put your face on a variety of pe-
riod costumes, make your an-

cestor’s face move, etc. are all AI 
tools. Generative AI tools are 
being used more and more in 
genealogy. And the tools and 
applications are changing so 
quickly that Steve Little (the AI 
Program Director of the National 
Genealogical Society) was the 
first the webinar presenter for 
2024 on Legacy Family Tree 
Webinars and he will be the final 
presenter in 2024, so he can 
help us understand that changes 
that have occurred during those 
intervening 12 months. With any 
new tool, we need to learn how 
to use it properly and efficiently. 
That includes learning what that 
tool cannot or should not be 
used for. That is certainly true 
for AI. AI is not a new, magical 
research tool. It is a tool that 
uses Large Language models to 
help generate words, not facts 
or data. Please join us on Satur-
day, February 1, 2025 to learn 
how we can all learn how to use 
AI to help us with our genealogy. 
Our speaker, Blaine Bettinger, is 

well known to us from the 
OGS 2019 Seminar on DNA. If 
you were amongst the 125 
attendees, you probably re-
member what a great in-
structor he is! Registration 
will begin on Thursday, No-
vember 14, 2024. Watch for 
more details in the OGS 
Newsletter and Website. 
 
- Nancy Neville Cordell 
 
1. “Leveraging Artificial Intelligence 
Tools for Genealogical Research,” 
Assoc of Prof Genealogists Quart, 
Vol. 38(4) (Dec 2023). 

23 and Me 
 You may have heard that there 
are problems at 23andMe. The 
details aren't important, but they 
do leave us wondering what the 
long term impact will be for 
those of us who have tested 
there.  
Many folks are suggesting that 
everyone at least download their 
raw data. It is quite simple to do 
so. The instructions can be found 
at https://
customercare.23andme.com/hc/
en-us/articles/212196868-
Accessing-Your-Raw-Genetic-

Data .  
If you have ever used DNAGed-
com.com, you may also want to 
use that to download your list of 
matches and ICWs (in common 
with). If you are interested in 
using this tool, you will need to 
download version 4, even though 
it is currently in open beta. You 
do not need to have a subscrip-
tion to download using DNAGed-
com.com, but you do need to 
create a login.  
If you have any questions, please 
let me know. 

 
- Nancy Neville Cordell 

Photo: Blaine Bettinger 

https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/
https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/
https://familytreewebinars.com/
https://familytreewebinars.com/
olygensoc.org
https://customercare.23andme.com/hc/en-us/articles/212196868-Accessing-Your-Raw-Genetic-Data
https://customercare.23andme.com/hc/en-us/articles/212196868-Accessing-Your-Raw-Genetic-Data
https://customercare.23andme.com/hc/en-us/articles/212196868-Accessing-Your-Raw-Genetic-Data
https://customercare.23andme.com/hc/en-us/articles/212196868-Accessing-Your-Raw-Genetic-Data
https://customercare.23andme.com/hc/en-us/articles/212196868-Accessing-Your-Raw-Genetic-Data
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OGS Elected Officers 

President — Andy Carter 

Vice President — Terry Church 

Secretary — Carol Jenner 

Treasurer — Karin Coppernoll 

Past President—Kathy Erlandson 

Team Leads 

Book Management— Rebel Romero 

Membership — Bob Monn 

Newsletter — Peggy Cooley 

OGS Historian — Cindy Stalnaker 

Publicity — vacant 

Research — Jerri McCoy 

Spring Seminar — Nancy Cordell 

SIGs—Kerry McHugh-Upton 

Sunshine—Gayle Strom 

Technology—Joe Brookshier 

Community Partners 

City of Lacey — Erin Quinn Valcho 

Timberland Library — Agatha Burstein 

More OGS holiday party pictures. 


